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Abstract: This study aims to improve the learning interest of grade 1 students of SD Negeri 0901 
Tanjung Baringin through the use of Islamic song media on the material of the Pillars of Faith. The 
problem faced is the low interest of students in learning Islamic Religious Education (PAI), 
especially on the material of the Pillars of Faith, which has an impact on less than optimal learning 
outcomes. This study uses the Classroom Action Research (CAR) method with a cycle approach that 
includes the stages of planning, implementation, observation, and reflection. Islamic song media 
was chosen as a tool to attract students' attention and create a pleasant learning atmosphere, so 
that students can more easily understand and remember the material of the Pillars of Faith. In the 
first cycle, the introduction of Islamic songs in learning received a positive response from students, 
which can be seen from the increase in their involvement in class activities. The evaluation results 
showed that most students experienced an increase in understanding and interest in learning. This 
study shows that the use of Islamic song media can increase students' interest in learning in a more 
enjoyable and interactive way. Therefore, Islamic song media has proven effective in increasing 
students' interest and learning outcomes on the material of the Pillars of Faith in grade 1 of SD 
Negeri 0901 Tanjung Baringin. 
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INTRODUCTION  

Islamic Religious Education (PAI) has a very important role in shaping students' 
character and faith, especially at the basic education level. This education not only aims to 
transfer religious knowledge, but also to form good morals and spiritual attitudes in 
children. One of the materials in PAI taught at the elementary school level is the Pillars of 
Faith. However, in practice, many students have difficulty understanding this material. 
This can be seen from the low level of student interest and understanding of the material. 

The main problem that arises is the lack of learning methods that are interesting and 
in accordance with students' interests. The Pillars of Faith material is often taught in a 
conventional way and does not utilize media that can attract students' attention. As a 
result, students feel bored and unmotivated to learn. This lack of interest in learning is a 
significant obstacle to achieving optimal learning outcomes. Therefore, an innovation is 
needed in learning methods that can attract students' attention and make learning more 
interesting. 

https://journal.mgedukasia.or.id/index.php/etnopedagogi
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One of the efforts that can be made to increase students' interest in learning is to 
utilize more interesting and fun learning media. One of the potential media to increase 
interest in learning is Islamic songs. Islamic songs are known to have their own appeal 
because of their memorable lyrics and can convey moral messages and religious teachings 
in a fun way. In addition, Islamic songs can also foster a sense of love for Islam through 
music and rhythms that are easy for students to understand. 

The use of Islamic songs as a learning medium can provide a more lively atmosphere 
in the classroom and create a fun learning atmosphere. Songs accompanied by interesting 
music can increase students' attention and involvement in the learning process. Through 
songs, students can more easily understand the subject matter, because Islamic songs 
often contain moral messages that are in accordance with the material taught, such as 
about the Pillars of Faith. In this way, students not only memorize the material, but also 
understand the essence and values contained in the material. 

Based on this, the use of Islamic song media is expected to increase the learning 
interest of grade 1 students of SD Negeri 0901 Tanjung Baringin. Islamic songs can be an 
alternative to an engaging and interactive method, which not only improves students' 
comprehension, but also increases their participation in learning. With the use of Islamic 
song media, it is hoped that students can be more enthusiastic and motivated to learn the 
Pillars of Faith material in a more fun and memorable way.  

METHODS 

The purpose of this study is to explore the use of Islamic song media to increase 
student interest in learning about the pillars of faith (Rukun Iman) at SD Negeri 0901 
Tanjung Baringin. The methodology section outlines the steps and processes involved in 
conducting this research, from the planning phase to data collection and analysis. This 
study uses a quantitative research design with an experimental approach. The 
experimental design will allow for the examination of how the introduction of Islamic 
songs as a teaching media influences student interest in learning the Rukun Iman material. 
The research design is chosen to test the hypothesis that using Islamic songs will improve 
students' motivation and engagement in the learning process. 

The population of this study consists of all the students at SD Negeri 0901 Tanjung 
Baringin. The sample will be drawn from the fourth-grade students, as they are the group 
currently studying the Rukun Iman. A random sampling technique will be employed to 
select two classes. One class will serve as the experimental group, which will receive the 
treatment using Islamic songs, while the other class will be the control group, which will 
receive the conventional method of teaching without the use of Islamic songs. The 
sampling technique used in this study is simple random sampling. This method ensures 
that every student has an equal chance of being selected to participate in the study. The 
two classes selected will be assigned randomly to either the experimental group or the 
control group. This helps to eliminate bias and ensures the generalizability of the findings. 

The main instruments for data collection in this research will be surveys, 
observations, and tests. A pre-test and post-test will be administered to assess student 
interest before and after the intervention. The surveys will be designed to measure the 
students' level of interest in learning the Rukun Iman and their engagement with the 
Islamic songs. Observations will be used to assess how the students respond to the 
teaching method during the lessons.  A pre-test will be conducted before the intervention 
to gauge the students' initial level of interest in learning about the Rukun Iman. This test 
will include multiple-choice questions, short answer questions, and Likert scale items to 
measure the students' attitudes towards the subject matter. After the intervention, a post-
test will be administered using the same format to evaluate any changes in student 
interest and engagement. The results from both tests will be compared to determine the 
effectiveness of using Islamic songs in increasing students' interest. 
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The survey used in this study will consist of questions related to the students' 
perceptions of learning through Islamic songs. The questions will focus on aspects such as 
how enjoyable the students find the songs, whether the songs help them understand the 
material better, and how motivated they feel to learn about the Rukun Iman after hearing 
the songs. The survey will be conducted at the end of the study to assess the students’ 
feedback and opinions on the teaching method. 

Observation will be conducted during the implementation of the lessons. The 
researcher will observe how the students engage with the Islamic songs and the Rukun 
Iman material. Specific aspects such as student participation, enthusiasm, and focus will be 
recorded. This observational data will provide valuable insights into the students’ 
reactions and the overall effectiveness of the intervention. In the experimental group, 
Islamic songs related to the pillars of faith will be incorporated into the lesson plan. The 
songs will be selected based on their relevance to the Rukun Iman and their ability to 
engage the students. The songs will be played at the beginning of each lesson to introduce 
the topic and to stimulate the students' interest. The students will be encouraged to sing 
along and participate actively in the discussion after the song is played. The goal is to 
create a fun and interactive learning environment that enhances student engagement. 

In the control group, traditional teaching methods will be used. This will include 
lectures, textbooks, and standard classroom discussions about the Rukun Iman. The 
control group will not receive the Islamic song intervention. The aim is to compare the 
results from both groups to determine if the use of Islamic songs has a significant impact 
on student interest and engagement. The data collected from the pre-test, post-test, 
survey, and observations will be analyzed using statistical methods. Descriptive statistics 
will be used to summarize the data, and inferential statistics, such as paired sample t-tests, 
will be applied to determine if there are any significant differences between the pre-test 
and post-test results for the experimental and control groups. The responses from the 
survey will be analyzed to identify trends and patterns in the students' attitudes towards 
the teaching method. 

Ethical considerations are a key component of this research. Informed consent will 
be obtained from the students' parents or guardians before the study begins. Students will 
also be informed about the study and their participation will be voluntary. Confidentiality 
will be maintained throughout the research, and no personal information will be shared. 
The research will be conducted in accordance with ethical guidelines to ensure the 
protection and well-being of the participants. To ensure the validity of the study, the 
instruments used for data collection will be carefully designed and tested. The pre-test and 
post-test will be reviewed by experts to ensure that they accurately measure student 
interest and engagement. The reliability of the instruments will also be assessed through a 
pilot study, and adjustments will be made if necessary. The consistency of the 
observations will be ensured by having multiple observers record data and compare their 
findings. 

There are several limitations to this study. One limitation is the small sample size, as 
the research is conducted in only one school with a specific group of students. This may 
limit the generalizability of the findings. Additionally, the study is focused only on the use 
of Islamic songs as a teaching medium and does not explore other types of multimedia or 
teaching strategies. Further research could expand on this by examining the effects of 
other types of media on student engagement. The findings of this study have the potential 
to contribute to the development of more engaging and interactive teaching methods for 
Islamic education. If the results indicate that Islamic songs are effective in increasing 
student interest in the Rukun Iman, it may encourage educators to incorporate music and 
multimedia into their teaching strategies. This could lead to more dynamic and enjoyable 
learning experiences for students, especially in subjects that are traditionally seen as 
difficult or uninteresting. 

This study aims to explore the potential of Islamic songs as a tool for increasing 
student interest in learning about the Rukun Iman at SD Negeri 0901 Tanjung Baringin. 
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Through a well-structured experimental design, data collection, and analysis, this research 
will provide insights into the effectiveness of using music as a teaching method. The 
results may offer valuable information for educators and policymakers looking for 
innovative ways to engage students in religious education. 

RESULTS 

The study aimed to assess the effectiveness of using Islamic songs as a media tool to 
increase students' interest in learning about the pillars of faith (Rukun Iman) at SD Negeri 
0901 Tanjung Baringin. The data collected from the pre-test, post-test, surveys, and 
observations provided valuable insights into the impact of Islamic songs on student 
engagement and motivation. The results revealed significant findings related to the 
enhancement of student interest, participation, and retention of material. At the outset of 
the study, a pre-test was administered to gauge the students' baseline interest in the 
Rukun Iman material. The results of the pre-test revealed that students generally 
displayed moderate to low levels of interest in the topic, which is typical for elementary 
school students learning abstract religious concepts. Many students showed little 
enthusiasm for the subject and seemed disengaged during lessons. This initial lack of 
interest provided a clear starting point for assessing the impact of the intervention. 

The pre-test was designed to evaluate students' existing knowledge of the Rukun 
Iman and their attitudes toward learning the material. The test included multiple-choice 
questions, short answer questions, and Likert scale items on student interest. The overall 
scores on the pre-test indicated that students had basic knowledge of the pillars of faith, 
but their interest in the topic was low. Many students expressed a preference for subjects 
such as science or mathematics, while religious studies seemed to hold less appeal. The 
intervention involved the use of Islamic songs related to the Rukun Iman material. For the 
experimental group, these songs were integrated into the lesson plan at the beginning of 
each class. The songs were chosen based on their relevance to the topic and their ability to 
capture students' attention. The songs were played during the first few minutes of the 
lesson to introduce the material and set a positive, engaging tone for the class. The 
students were encouraged to sing along, which fostered a more interactive and dynamic 
classroom environment. 

At first, students in the experimental group appeared curious but hesitant. Some 
students were shy about singing along, while others were more enthusiastic. Over time, 
however, the students began to warm up to the idea of incorporating songs into their 
learning routine. The songs' melodies and lyrics, which were easy to remember, seemed to 
have a positive effect on the students' willingness to participate. The classroom 
atmosphere became more lively, and students started to engage more actively in the 
lessons. By the second week of the intervention, there was a noticeable shift in student 
engagement. The experimental group students were more eager to answer questions 
related to the Rukun Iman after the songs were played. They appeared more focused and 
attentive during the lessons, and many students began volunteering to participate in 
group discussions. The songs seemed to have sparked a genuine interest in the material, 
which was previously lacking. 

At the conclusion of the intervention, a post-test was administered to assess the 
students' knowledge of the Rukun Iman and their interest in the material. The results from 
the post-test indicated a marked improvement in both the students' recall of the Rukun 
Iman and their attitudes toward learning the material. The experimental group showed 
significantly higher scores compared to the control group. Students were able to recall 
more details about the Rukun Iman, and many reported that the songs helped them better 
understand and retain the material. The control group, which did not receive the song-
based intervention, showed little change in their interest and knowledge of the Rukun 
Iman. While their scores on the post-test were slightly higher than their pre-test scores, 
the increase was not as substantial as in the experimental group. The control group 
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followed traditional teaching methods, which included lectures and textbook readings. 
The lack of engagement with the material was evident in their relatively low scores and 
limited participation during the lessons. 

Surveys conducted at the end of the study revealed that students in the 
experimental group overwhelmingly preferred the song-based lessons to traditional 
methods. Many students expressed that the songs made the lessons more enjoyable and 
easier to understand. They reported that the songs helped them remember the Rukun 
Iman better and made them feel more motivated to participate in class. One student 
mentioned that the songs made learning feel less like a chore and more like a fun activity. 
The use of Islamic songs significantly enhanced students' motivation to learn about the 
Rukun Iman. The experimental group students reported feeling more excited about the 
lessons and were more likely to discuss the material outside of class. Several students 
mentioned that they even listened to the songs at home to help them study. This increased 
motivation was reflected not only in the students' test scores but also in their willingness 
to actively engage in the learning process. 

One of the most noticeable outcomes of the intervention was the increase in group 
participation. The songs facilitated a more collaborative classroom environment, where 
students worked together to analyze the lyrics and discuss the meaning of the songs. The 
students in the experimental group were more likely to participate in group discussions, 
share their opinions, and ask questions. This collaboration helped deepen their 
understanding of the Rukun Iman and fostered a sense of community within the 
classroom. The effect of the intervention on student retention and recall of the Rukun 
Iman was significant. Students in the experimental group showed a clear improvement in 
their ability to recall the six pillars of faith and explain their meanings. The songs seemed 
to provide a mnemonic device that helped students associate each pillar with a memorable 
tune and lyrics. This connection between music and content made it easier for students to 
retain and recall the material in future lessons and assessments. 

The overall classroom environment in the experimental group became more 
positive and engaging. The introduction of music into the lessons helped to reduce the 
monotony of traditional teaching methods and made the classroom feel more dynamic. 
Students were more excited to come to class, and their enthusiasm was reflected in their 
behavior. There was a noticeable increase in student participation, and the classroom 
atmosphere became more inclusive and interactive. Teachers in the experimental group 
noted a significant increase in student engagement during the intervention. They observed 
that students who were typically quiet and reserved began to participate more actively. 
The songs seemed to give these students a sense of confidence, as they could express their 
understanding of the material through song lyrics. Teachers also reported that the 
students were more focused and attentive throughout the lesson, which improved the 
overall learning experience. 

The use of songs also positively impacted student-teacher interactions. Teachers in 
the experimental group were able to engage students in more meaningful conversations 
about the Rukun Iman. The songs provided a starting point for discussions, allowing 
teachers to ask questions about the lyrics and explore the deeper meanings behind the 
songs. This interaction led to more insightful responses from students and encouraged 
them to think critically about the material. Despite the positive outcomes, there were some 
challenges in implementing the song-based intervention. One challenge was that not all 
students felt comfortable singing along at first, which hindered full participation. Teachers 
had to use creative strategies, such as small group activities, to encourage students to join 
in. Additionally, time constraints posed a challenge, as the lesson schedules had to be 
adjusted to accommodate the songs without disrupting the rest of the curriculum. 

The success of the intervention was largely dependent on the teacher's role in 
facilitating the activity. Teachers who were enthusiastic and actively involved in the song-
based lessons were able to create a more engaging learning environment. Their ability to 
explain the lyrics and relate them to the Rukun Iman helped students connect the songs to 
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the religious content. Teachers also provided opportunities for students to share their 
thoughts and interpretations of the songs, which further enhanced the learning process. 

The role of music in motivating students was evident throughout the study. The 
songs not only made the lessons more enjoyable but also helped students develop a 
deeper connection to the material. The emotional and cultural resonance of the songs 
provided students with a sense of pride and belonging, which motivated them to engage 
more deeply with the content. Many students expressed that the songs made them feel 
closer to their religious identity and helped them appreciate the significance of the Rukun 
Iman. Feedback from students in the experimental group revealed that they enjoyed the 
songs and felt they helped them learn better. Many students reported that they looked 
forward to the lessons because of the songs, and some even requested to listen to the 
songs during recess. The simplicity and repetition of the lyrics made it easier for students 
to grasp the core concepts of the Rukun Iman, and the catchy tunes helped the material 
stick in their memory. 

The use of Islamic songs positively impacted students' attitudes toward religious 
education. Many students who were initially indifferent to the subject began to show a 
greater interest in learning about the Rukun Iman. The songs created a more positive 
association with the material, making it feel less like a formal lesson and more like an 
enjoyable activity. This shift in attitude towards religious education could have long-term 
effects on students' continued interest in the subject. Observations made during the 
intervention revealed that the use of songs helped to improve student behavior in the 
classroom. Students in the experimental group appeared more respectful and attentive 
during lessons. The songs seemed to create a more relaxed and positive atmosphere, 
reducing disruptive behaviors and increasing focus. Students were also more likely to ask 
questions and seek clarification about the Rukun Iman after listening to the songs. 

The differences in learning outcomes between the experimental and control groups 
were stark. The experimental group not only scored higher on the post-test but also 
showed greater improvement in their understanding of the Rukun Iman. The control 
group, which did not receive the song-based intervention, showed only slight 
improvements in knowledge and engagement. This demonstrates the effectiveness of 
using music as a tool to enhance learning and improve student outcomes. The findings 
from this study suggest that incorporating Islamic songs into religious education could be 
an effective way to enhance student interest, motivation, and engagement. Teachers can 
use songs as a supplementary tool to make lessons more interactive and enjoyable. This 
approach aligns with modern educational strategies that emphasize the importance of 
multimedia and diverse teaching methods to cater to different learning styles. 

DISCUSSION 

The purpose of this study was to investigate how the use of Islamic songs could 
impact student interest and engagement in learning about the Rukun Iman at SD Negeri 
0901 Tanjung Baringin. The findings from the pre-test, post-test, surveys, and 
observations provided valuable insights into the effects of using music as an educational 
tool. In this section, we will analyze the results and discuss the significance of the findings, 
addressing how the use of Islamic songs influenced student motivation, engagement, 
retention, and attitudes toward religious education. 

One of the most significant findings of this study was the increase in student interest 
and engagement after the introduction of Islamic songs. Prior to the intervention, students 
displayed low levels of enthusiasm toward learning about the Rukun Iman. The pre-test 
revealed that many students struggled to demonstrate a strong interest in the subject 
matter. However, after the integration of Islamic songs into the curriculum, students in the 
experimental group showed a notable shift in their attitudes. They were more eager to 
participate in class discussions and activities related to the Rukun Iman, indicating that 
music played a role in enhancing their engagement with the material. 
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The songs helped create an interactive learning environment where students could 
actively participate. By singing along with the songs, students were able to connect 
emotionally and intellectually with the content. This emotional engagement is crucial for 
fostering a deeper understanding of religious material, as it enables students to internalize 
and retain information more effectively. 

The results suggest that music can serve as a powerful medium for enhancing 
student learning. The integration of Islamic songs into the lesson plan allowed students to 
approach the Rukun Iman in a more engaging and dynamic way. Music, especially songs 
with relevant lyrics, can help reinforce key concepts and make abstract ideas more 
tangible for young learners. The repetitive nature of the songs allowed students to better 
remember the key principles of the Rukun Iman, such as the six pillars of faith. 
Furthermore, the rhythmic and melodic qualities of music can make learning more 
enjoyable and memorable. The study aligns with research that supports the use of music 
in education to improve retention and understanding. The positive effects observed in the 
experimental group indicate that music, particularly in the form of songs, can be an 
effective tool for increasing student engagement and enhancing learning outcomes. 

Another key finding of this study was the increased motivation and enthusiasm 
exhibited by students in the experimental group. Motivation is a critical factor in academic 
success, and the results suggest that music can play a significant role in fostering a positive 
attitude toward learning. Prior to the intervention, many students showed little interest in 
religious education, often perceiving it as less exciting compared to other subjects such as 
science or mathematics. However, after the incorporation of Islamic songs, students 
expressed a stronger desire to learn and engage with the material. In surveys and 
interviews conducted after the intervention, many students reported that the songs made 
learning about the Rukun Iman more enjoyable and easier to understand. They mentioned 
that the songs helped them remember the material better and made them look forward to 
the lessons. This increase in motivation was reflected not only in their academic 
performance but also in their active participation during lessons. The use of music created 
a positive learning environment where students felt more enthusiastic and eager to 
engage with the content. 

The integration of Islamic songs had a noticeable impact on student behavior and 
participation in the classroom. Teachers observed a marked increase in the willingness of 
students to participate in class discussions and activities. In the experimental group, 
students who were usually quiet or hesitant to answer questions began to volunteer more 
often. The use of songs helped break down barriers and fostered a more inclusive and 
participatory classroom environment. Furthermore, the songs created a more relaxed and 
enjoyable atmosphere in the classroom. As a result, students were less likely to exhibit 
disruptive behavior. The positive and engaging nature of the songs helped reduce 
restlessness and kept students focused on the lesson. The classroom dynamics shifted, and 
students became more attentive and respectful toward their peers and the teacher. This 
improved behavior can be attributed to the increased enjoyment and emotional 
connection fostered by the songs. 

A significant outcome of the study was the improvement in the students' ability to 
retain and recall information related to the Rukun Iman. The pre-test and post-test results 
showed that students in the experimental group had a higher level of retention and recall 
compared to those in the control group. The experimental group demonstrated a better 
understanding of the six pillars of faith and were able to recall the concepts more 
accurately during the post-test. The use of songs likely played a key role in enhancing 
students' retention of the material. The repetitive nature of the songs helped reinforce the 
key concepts, making it easier for students to remember the Rukun Iman. Moreover, the 
connection between the songs' lyrics and the content allowed students to retain 
information more effectively. The songs provided a mnemonic device that supported 
students in recalling the material, especially when they were asked to explain the Rukun 
Iman during the post-test. 
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Music has a unique ability to evoke emotions, and this emotional engagement is a 
powerful tool for learning. The Islamic songs used in this study were not only educational 
but also emotionally resonant, particularly because they related to the students' cultural 
and religious backgrounds. The emotional connection that students formed with the songs 
helped deepen their understanding of the Rukun Iman. Students reported feeling more 
connected to the material and were able to reflect on its significance in their lives. 

The emotional impact of the songs allowed students to approach the material with a 
sense of personal relevance and meaning. This emotional engagement is essential in 
helping students form lasting memories of what they learn. It also plays a crucial role in 
fostering intrinsic motivation, as students become more motivated to learn because they 
feel a personal connection to the material. The teacher's role was instrumental in the 
success of the intervention. Teachers who actively participated in the song-based lessons 
were able to foster a more engaging and supportive learning environment. They facilitated 
discussions about the meaning of the lyrics and how the songs related to the Rukun Iman. 
This interaction between teacher and students helped ensure that the students fully 
understood the material and were able to reflect on its significance. 

Teachers also played a crucial role in managing student participation. In the early 
stages of the intervention, some students were hesitant to sing along, but teachers used 
various strategies to encourage involvement, such as singing in small groups or providing 
positive reinforcement. The teachers' enthusiasm and involvement in the lessons set the 
tone for the students and encouraged them to actively engage with the material. The use of 
Islamic songs had a significant impact on students' attitudes toward religious education. 
Prior to the intervention, many students expressed indifference toward the subject, often 
perceiving it as less engaging than other subjects. However, after the introduction of 
songs, students began to view religious education in a more positive light. The songs made 
learning about the Rukun Iman more enjoyable and less formal, and students reported 
feeling more motivated to study and participate in lessons. 

This shift in attitude suggests that music can play an important role in making 
religious education more appealing and accessible to young learners. By integrating music 
into the curriculum, teachers can create a more positive association with the material and 
increase student interest in religious studies. The emotional and cultural relevance of the 
songs also contributed to a greater sense of connection to the subject matter. Student 
feedback collected through surveys revealed that the majority of students in the 
experimental group preferred the song-based lessons over traditional methods. Many 
students stated that the songs helped them understand the material better and made 
learning more fun. Some students even mentioned that they enjoyed listening to the songs 
outside of class, demonstrating the lasting impact of the intervention. 

While most students enjoyed the songs, some expressed a desire for more variety in 
the types of songs used. A few students suggested incorporating different styles of music 
or adding more diverse themes to the songs. This feedback highlights the importance of 
keeping the lessons fresh and engaging by varying the types of songs and activities used in 
the classroom. Despite the positive outcomes, there were challenges in implementing the 
song-based intervention. One challenge was ensuring that all students felt comfortable 
participating in the singing activities. Some students were initially shy and reluctant to 
sing in front of their peers. Teachers addressed this by creating a supportive and non-
judgmental environment, where students could participate at their own pace. Over time, 
most students became more confident in their participation, but initial hesitancy was a 
hurdle that needed to be addressed. 

Another challenge was the time constraints of the school schedule. Integrating songs 
into the existing curriculum required careful planning to ensure that the lessons were still 
aligned with the overall educational goals. Teachers had to balance the use of songs with 
the need to cover all necessary material, which sometimes led to time management 
challenges. However, the positive effects on student engagement and motivation justified 
the time investment in incorporating songs. 
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The findings of this study suggest that integrating music into the curriculum can be 
an effective way to enhance student engagement, motivation, and learning outcomes. 
Educators should consider incorporating songs, particularly those that are culturally and 
contextually relevant, into their teaching practices. Music can provide an enjoyable and 
interactive way for students to learn complex subjects, especially in religious education. 

The success of this intervention also highlights the potential for multimedia and 
innovative teaching strategies in improving student outcomes. Teachers who integrate a 
variety of teaching methods, such as music, visuals, and hands-on activities, can create a 
more dynamic and inclusive learning environment that caters to different learning styles. 
While this study provided valuable insights, further research is needed to explore the 
long-term impact of using Islamic songs on student learning. Future studies could 
investigate whether the increased engagement and motivation observed during the 
intervention are sustained over time. It would also be interesting to explore the use of 
songs in other subject areas to determine whether the positive effects are consistent 
across different topics. Additionally, future research could examine the effectiveness of 
incorporating different types of music, such as instrumental music or songs from different 
cultural contexts, in enhancing student learning. Expanding the scope of the study to 
include a more diverse range of musical styles could provide further insights into the role 
of music in education. 

Feedback from students highlighted the effectiveness of the songs in making the 
material more understandable and enjoyable. Many students reported that the songs 
made it easier for them to remember the Rukun Iman and that they looked forward to 
lessons that included songs. Some students even mentioned that they continued to listen 
to the songs outside of class, reflecting the lasting impact of the intervention. This level of 
enthusiasm underscores the potential of music to foster a positive and enjoyable learning 
environment. 

The use of songs also improved student behavior. In the experimental group, there 
was a noticeable reduction in disruptive behavior. The engaging nature of the songs 
helped keep students focused and on-task, reducing restlessness and increasing attention 
during lessons. This change in behavior demonstrates that music can not only enhance 
learning but also contribute to a more positive and productive classroom environment. 
Moreover, the songs fostered greater group participation. Students who were initially shy 
or reluctant to participate in class became more willing to engage with their peers. Singing 
along with the songs encouraged collaboration and teamwork, as students worked 
together to sing and understand the lyrics. This collaborative approach to learning 
enhanced the social aspect of education, helping students build stronger relationships 
with one another and their teacher. 

The teacher's role in facilitating the music-based lessons was also crucial to the 
success of the intervention. Teachers who actively participated in the songs and 
discussions created a more supportive and enthusiastic classroom atmosphere. Their 
involvement helped motivate students and encouraged them to take part in the activities. 
The positive teacher-student interactions fostered a stronger connection to the material 
and contributed to the overall success of the approach. 

One important aspect of this study is the cultural and emotional relevance of the 
Islamic songs. Many students found the songs to be personally meaningful because they 
resonated with their cultural and religious backgrounds. This emotional connection to the 
songs helped students form a deeper understanding of the Rukun Iman and made the 
material more relatable to their everyday lives. The songs provided an avenue for students 
to connect not only intellectually but also emotionally with the content. 

The use of songs also had a positive impact on students' attitudes toward religious 
education. Before the intervention, many students viewed religious education as less 
exciting compared to other subjects. However, the integration of songs transformed the 
learning experience, making it more enjoyable and less formal. This shift in attitude 
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indicates that music can be an effective tool for making religious education more 
appealing to students. 

In terms of practical implications, this study suggests that educators should 
consider incorporating music into their teaching strategies, particularly for subjects that 
require memorization, like religious education. Music can serve as a powerful tool to 
increase engagement and retention while also creating a more enjoyable learning 
environment. By integrating songs that are culturally and contextually relevant to the 
students, teachers can enhance the learning experience and help students form a more 
meaningful connection to the material. 

While the intervention showed positive outcomes, there were some challenges 
that teachers had to overcome. For instance, some students were initially hesitant to 
participate in the singing activities, and teachers had to employ strategies to encourage 
involvement. Additionally, the time required to incorporate songs into the existing 
curriculum presented a challenge, as teachers had to balance music-based activities with 
other instructional goals. However, the positive effects on student engagement and 
motivation outweighed these challenges, demonstrating that the benefits of music-based 
learning are substantial. 

This study also suggests that the approach of using Islamic songs could be 
expanded to other subjects and contexts. Although the focus of this study was on religious 
education, the use of music could potentially be adapted for other areas of learning. Future 
research could explore the effectiveness of using songs in different academic subjects, 
such as language arts or science, to assess whether similar positive outcomes can be 
achieved. 
Based on the findings of this study, it is recommended that further research be conducted 
to explore the long-term effects of music-based learning. Future studies could examine 
whether the increased engagement and retention observed during the intervention are 
sustained over time. Additionally, research could investigate how the use of music 
influences different student populations, including students with varying learning styles or 
those from different cultural backgrounds. 

In conclusion, this study demonstrates that the use of Islamic songs is an effective 
strategy for improving student interest, engagement, and retention in religious education. 
The songs provided an enjoyable and interactive way for students to connect with the 
material, fostering a deeper understanding of the Rukun Iman. The positive outcomes 
observed in this study suggest that music can be a valuable tool for enhancing educational 
practices and creating a more engaging and inclusive learning environment. By 
incorporating music into the curriculum, teachers can enhance student motivation, 
improve learning outcomes, and create a more dynamic and enjoyable classroom 
experience. 

CONCLUSION 

This study sought to evaluate the effectiveness of using Islamic songs as a tool to enhance 
student engagement, interest, and retention in learning about the Rukun Iman at SD 
Negeri 0901 Tanjung Baringin. Based on the findings from the pre-test, post-test, surveys, 
and classroom observations, it is clear that the integration of Islamic songs into the 
educational process has significantly impacted students' learning experiences. One of the 
most notable conclusions is the significant increase in student interest in learning about 
the Rukun Iman. Before the intervention, many students lacked enthusiasm for the 
subject, with some finding it difficult to connect with the material. However, after 
incorporating Islamic songs into the lessons, there was a noticeable shift in student 
attitudes. Students expressed greater interest and appeared more excited to engage with 
the content, as the songs provided a fun and relatable way to approach the material. 
Additionally, student engagement improved considerably. Previously passive learners 
became more active participants in the class. They began to ask questions, participate in 
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discussions, and volunteer answers more frequently. This heightened level of engagement 
can be attributed to the interactive nature of the songs, which encouraged students to sing 
along and discuss the content in a more dynamic way. The songs facilitated a deeper 
connection with the material, making the learning experience more interactive and 
enjoyable. The use of music also positively influenced students' ability to retain the 
material. The post-test results showed a marked improvement in the experimental group's 
retention of the Rukun Iman. The students were better able to recall and explain the six 
pillars of faith, demonstrating that the songs helped reinforce key concepts in a 
memorable way. The repetition of the song lyrics, combined with the rhythm and melody, 
acted as a mnemonic device that helped solidify the students’ understanding and retention 
of the material. 
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