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Abstract: This study aims to increase interest in reading and writing in B1 children at RAM NU 168
Al Istigomah Gresik. This study is a classroom action research that uses four steps, namely
planning, action, observation and reflection. The subjects of this study were class B children of RAM
NU 168 Al Istigomah Rejodadi Campurejo Panceng Gresik with a total of 19 children, 8 boys and 11
girls. The data of this study were obtained by being carried out through 2 cycles by observing the
activeness and interest of children in reading and writing during the activity, an increase in interest
in reading and writing is indicated by the achievement of an average indicator exceeding 75%. The
results of the study showed that picture cards can increase children's interest in reading and
writing, as evidenced by the average indicator increasing, reaching 85%. Thus, in order to increase
children's interest in reading and writing, it is recommended that kindergarten teachers use picture
cards and conduct further research to perfect this study.
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INTRODUCTION

The problem of education is closely related to the improvement of human resources, that
national development aimed at improving human dignity, is said to be successful if it can
improve the quality of human resources so that they are able to achieve material and
spiritual well-being. At the early childhood education level, one aspect that determines the
success of education is the readiness of students, both physically and spiritually, to enter
further education. This is in accordance with the Republic of Indonesia Law Number 20 of
2003 concerning the national education system in Chapter I Article 1 Number 14 that
early childhood education is an effort to foster children from birth to the age of six years
which is carried out through the provision of educational stimulation to help physical and
spiritual growth and development so that children are ready to enter further education.
Meanwhile, Chapter III Article 4 Paragraph 5 states that in the implementation of
education, a culture of reading, writing, and arithmetic is developed for all members of
society. Along with that, the hope of society after children graduate from kindergarten is
that children are ready to enter basic education by being able to write and read, for that
parents want their children to be taught to read and write in kindergarten. Schools that do
not teach writing and reading are less popular. In order to face the era of globalization,
educational programs must be able to provide students with provisions to have high and
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resilient competitiveness, so that they can adapt to changes that occur in various areas of
life in society and mastery of various skills, especially writing and reading skills. To
achieve maximum success in organizing education in kindergarten, the creativity factor of
teachers in developing learning strategies is very important, learning methods that must
be adjusted to the stage of child development. Referring to these problems, the author
tries to increase children's interest in reading and writing by creating teaching aids that
can motivate children to enjoy learning to read and write according to the stage of child
development, far from the form of emphasis.

In the world of education, children's interest in reading and writing is an important
aspect that must be developed from an early age. The ability to read and write is not only a
basic skill, but also the main foundation in developing children's understanding, creativity,
and insight. However, in practice, there are still many early childhood children who have
little interest in reading and writing activities. This is a challenge for educators, especially
in educational institutions such as RA and Madrasah, including at RAM NU 168 Al
Istigomah Rejodadi Campurejo Panceng Gresik. Based on initial observations, it was found
that many children at RAM NU 168 Al Istigomah were still less interested in reading and
writing. They tend to play and are less enthusiastic when given activities related to
reading or writing. One of the causes is the learning method that is less varied and still
conventional, where children are only given reading books or invited to write on the board
without any interesting innovations. This low interest in reading and writing can have an
impact on children's academic development at the next level. If not addressed
immediately, children will have difficulty understanding more complex subject matter in
the future. Therefore, a learning strategy is needed that can attract children's attention
and make them more active in reading and writing activities. One method that can be
applied to increase children's interest in reading and writing is the use of picture cards.
This teaching aid offers a more enjoyable and interactive learning experience. With
interesting pictures, children find it easier to understand the concept of words, letters, and
build associations between pictures and writing.

Picture cards can be used in various learning activities, such as matching pictures
with words, arranging words into sentences, to telling the contents of the picture in their
own words. This method not only improves children's understanding of language, but also
trains their memory and creative thinking skills. In addition, the use of picture cards also
helps improve social interaction among children. They can learn in groups, share ideas,
and help each other understand words they don't know yet. This interaction can indirectly
increase their learning motivation, because they feel that learning activities are more
enjoyable and not boring. The application of picture cards at RAM NU 168 Al Istiqomah is
also in line with the play-based learning approach recommended in early childhood
education. Learning through play has been proven to be more effective in improving
children's cognitive and language skills compared to traditional methods that are
monotonous. In addition, environmental factors also play an important role in building
children's interest in reading and writing. Support from teachers and parents is needed to
create a conducive learning atmosphere. Teachers must be able to design interesting
learning strategies and actively involve children, while parents can provide
encouragement by providing appropriate reading materials at home. In its
implementation, the use of picture cards requires careful planning in order to provide
optimal results. Teachers must ensure that the picture cards used are in accordance with
the child's developmental level and attract their interest. In addition, teachers must also
be able to develop various creative activities based on picture cards so that children do not
get bored easily.

The success of implementing picture card teaching aids in increasing children's
interest in reading and writing can also be measured through observations of their
development. Teachers can record changes in children's reading and writing skills before
and after using these teaching aids. If a significant increase is found, then this method can
be an effective learning model to be applied widely. This study aims to determine the
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extent to which picture card teaching aids can increase children's interest in reading and
writing at RAM NU 168 Al Istiqomah. Thus, the results of this study are expected to
provide recommendations for educators in developing more innovative and effective
learning strategies. In addition, this study also aims to explore more deeply the factors
that support and hinder the success of this learning method. By understanding these
factors, it is hoped that more appropriate solutions can be found to increase the
effectiveness of reading and writing learning among children.

Ultimately, increasing children's interest in reading and writing not only has an
impact on their academic abilities, but also contributes to the development of their
character and personality. Children who like to read tend to have broader insights, more
critical thinking skills, and are better prepared to face challenges in the future. With
innovations in learning methods such as the use of picture card props, it is hoped that
children at RAM NU 168 Al Istiqgomah can enjoy the process of learning to read and write
more enjoyable. This is also the first step in creating a more literate generation and having
a love for the world of literacy from an early age. In conclusion, the use of picture card
props is the right solution in increasing children's interest in reading and writing. With the
support of teachers, parents, and a conducive learning environment, it is hoped that this
method can be applied widely and provide sustainable benefits for the development of
early childhood education.

METHODS

In every research depends on the objectives that have been formulated, then the diversity
of methods in the research is in line with the variety of objectives of the activities carried
out. The purpose of this study is to obtain a picture of the descriptions explicitly as
outlined in the formulation of the objectives, so the method used is the Descriptive
method. This descriptive research provides a picture as accurate as possible about an
object being studied, the object in this study is the Picture Card which plays a role in
increasing children's interest in reading and writing. Based on the reality in learning
practices, teachers often forget that the world of kindergarten children is truly a world of
play, indeed teachers may say that the activity is a learning activity while playing, but the
learning position is more emphasized. With picture cards, children are really invited to
play, so that the learning objectives in this case increasing children's interest in reading
and writing can be developed optimally because picture cards are very likely to attract
children's interest in trying them. The physical form of the picture card is very attractive,
the front is pictured with several colorful objects, the back is there are letters/writing.
How to make it is very easy. Researchers use buffalo paper so that the colors are cheerful
with 10 different colors. Cut into a square shape with a size of 10 cm x 15 cm. Pictures of
objects from folded paper that are patterned and cut out then attached to the front side,
the back side is written with a marker.

As one of the teaching staff of RAM NU 168 Al Istiqgomah Rejodadi Campurejo
Panceng Gresik, the author conducted this research at RAM NU 168 Al Istiqgomah Rejodadi
Campurejo Panceng Gresik in the 2024-2025 Academic Year with the theme RECREATION.
The subjects of the study were 19 class B students of RAM NU 168 Al Istigomah Rejodadi
Campurejo Panceng Gresik, consisting of 8 boys and 11 girls. This study uses a classroom
action research (CAR) design, the design model used by the author refers to the Kurt
Lewin model (1994), namely in one cycle consisting of 4 steps: 1) Planning; 2) Action or
action; 3) Observation or observation; 4) Reflection. Initial Reflection of Cycle I. In the
initial reflection, the researcher identified and analyzed the problems in learning to
improve the reading and writing interest of children in group B RAM NU 168 Al Istiqgomah
Rejodadi Campurejo Panceng Gresik. The learning plan is focused on improving children's
reading and writing interest by using picture card teaching aids, through: 1) Making an
agreement with collaborators (fellow teachers) about the learning model, with picture
card teaching aids; 2) Selecting and determining the indicators to be achieved in the 2004
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curriculum TK/RA competency standards; 3) Formulating teaching and learning activities
as follows: a) Initial Activities: Include appreciation with methods, questions and answers
and demonstrations about the rules of the game with picture card teaching aids; b) Core
Activities: Playing picture cards by carrying out various activities to achieve the
predetermined indicators; c) Final Activities: Actualizing the activities that have been
carried out by drawing, coloring, and naming the children's work; 4) Compiling data
collection tools in the form of observation sheets as material for compiling qualitative and
quantitative data processing plans.

The author implements learning based on the Daily Education Learning Plan
(RPPH) activities. 1) Initial Activities: Greetings and prayers, appreciation of the theme:
Recreation and sub-theme: recreational equipment with a conversation method and
questions and answers about recreational equipment used on the beach, by showing
pictures on picture cards. The researcher explains the rules of the game and activities that
will be carried out in the core activities; 2) Core Activities: Playing Picture Cards, the
researcher divides cards to a number of children in the class and gives the children the
opportunity to recognize the pictures, colors of the cards and the writing / letters on the
back of the cards. If there are pictures, colors and writing / letters that are not yet known,
the researcher explains so that the children understand. (language 4). The researcher calls
the children one by one to show the cards, and matches the writing on the back of the card
with the writing on the board (language 16) if the child cannot ask for help from a friend, if
the child can and succeeds, they can hold the card again. Then the researcher mentions the
pictures, colors and writing read repeatedly, the children imitate (language 2). The
researcher invites the children to distinguish the words on the board (words/writings
behind the pictures), the children are asked to show words that have the same initial
syllable. (language 3). Then the children are asked to recognize words by mentioning their
first initials, for example: The children are asked to count how many pictures are on the
card, the researcher prepares cards with pictures of numbers and sorts them on the floor,
then the children return the cards by placing the cards they hold with the appropriate
numbers (kg. 15); 3) Final Activities: Actualizing the activities that have been carried out
by drawing (copying the pictures on the cards that are liked), coloring, then writing and
naming. If the child is unable to be helped (but given a note on the observation sheet).
(language 11). Providing reinforcement in the form of awards with songs and cheers while
preparing to go home then praying and going home.

Data collection in this study was carried out by observing the teaching and
learning process through observation of activities and increasing children's interest in
reading and writing which includes: 1) Interest in repeating the order of words; 2)
Differentiating words through initial syllables; 3) Readiness to carry out the sequence of
commands correctly; 4) Connecting and mentioning simple writing with its symbols; 5)
Connecting number symbols with their objects; 6) Actualizing activities by drawing,
coloring, telling the contents of the picture with writing. From the results of the
researcher's observations, data analysis was carried out so that the level of children's
interest in reading and writing was known. The results of the data analysis and problems
that emerged in cycle I were used as a basis for redesigning cycle II. The action plan for
cycle Il was prepared by the researcher based on the results of the reflection on cycle I, the
learning plan was still focused on increasing children's interest in reading and writing
through: 1) Revising the form of learning activities in cycle I, the form of learning activities
in cycle Il was designed to be more varied and interesting; 2) Determining the indicators
in the 2004 KBK curriculum. the indicators to be achieved remained the same as in cycle I
because they were to further strengthen children's abilities; 3) Formulating teaching and
learning activities. The author carried out learning based on the Daily Education Learning
Plan (RPPH).

The learning process of cycle Il is a refinement of cycle [ with the following steps:
1) Initial activity greeting and praying: Appreciation of recreational equipment to the
beach with a question and answer method about things or objects found on the beach by
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showing picture cards. Furthermore, the researcher explains the card playing model with
groups that will be carried out in the core activity; 2) Core Activity: Playing picture cards
consists of: a) The researcher divides the children into two groups, each group consists of
9 children, each group determines the group leader and his companion; b) The group
leader is responsible for organizing the game, then the group leader distributes cards to
each member, each member gets 2 cards (an improvement from cycle I). The companion
places the picture cards with numbers in order from 1-20, can be assisted by members.
(language 4); c) Each child in the group pays close attention to their cards and
understands them. The group leader begins to mention pictures, colors, writings by being
imitated by the members together (language 2) then takes turns for each member until
finished, those who cannot may be assisted. Researchers observe and record each child's
activity; d) Competition between groups.

Each group starts with the leader writing the word on the back of the picture card
on the board and then reading it, which group has all members finish writing and reading
the fastest. If there are those who cannot be helped, the leader continues to stand near the
board. (language 16). Each child in the group continues to pay attention to their two cards,
the researcher gives a signal to match/pair the cards they bring with the number cards on
the floor according to the number of pictures on the card (kg. 15) which group completes
the task the fastest is observed by the researcher. The researcher asks questions to which
group answers faster, with questions such as: What picture is a pair of shoe pictures, What
picture card is yellow, What is this writing read like, What word has the same first
syllable? (language 3); 3) Final Activity: actualizing the activities that have been carried
out by freely drawing objects that are liked, colored and given a narrative/writing with
words according to the child's ability (language II) children collect pictures while reading
one by one to the researcher. After everyone has finished singing to celebrate their success
together while preparing to go home, pray and go home.

Data collection was carried out by observing the teaching and learning process
(KBM) through observing activities and increasing children's interest in reading and
writing which include: 1) Interest in imitating the sequence of words; 2) Distinguishing
words through the initial syllable; 3) Readiness to carry out the correct sequence of
commands; 4) Connecting and mentioning simple writing with its symbols; 5) Connecting
number symbols with their objects; 6) Actualizing activities that have been carried out by
drawing, coloring, telling the contents of the picture with writing. From the results of the
researcher's observations, data analysis was carried out so that the level of children's
interest in reading and writing was known, the results of observations in cycles I and Il
were analyzed, compared to their level of development.

Furthermore, reflection was carried out on the actions of cycle II, based on the
results of the reflection made by the researcher, the conclusions of the research results
were compiled. The data collection techniques for this classroom action research are as
follows: a) direct observation sheets are used to observe children during the teaching and
learning process (KBM); b) Documentation through the results of activities in the form of
children's work to determine the development of children's interest in reading and
writing. The data analysis of this classroom action research is descriptive quantitative
based on the results of observations of children's activities and interests in reading and
writing during the teaching and learning process, then reflection is carried out. Children's
interest in reading and writing is stated to have increased if each indicator assessed has
reached 75%. Conversely, children's interest in reading and writing is stated to have not
increased if the average percentage of each indicator is less than 75%.

RESULTS

This study aims to determine the effectiveness of using picture card teaching aids in
increasing children's interest in reading and writing at RAM NU 168 Al Istiqomah Rejodadi
Campurejo Panceng Gresik. The results of the study showed that this method had a
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positive impact on children's involvement and motivation in learning to read and write.
Before using picture cards, many children showed disinterest in reading and writing
activities. They tended to be bored, lacked focus, and found the activity difficult. However,
after being introduced to picture card teaching aids, there was a significant change in their
enthusiasm. Observations made during the study showed that children were more active
in participating in learning. They asked questions more often, tried to read the words on
the picture cards, and showed courage in writing new words that they learned. In addition,
the interaction between children in the study group also increased. They began to work
together in matching pictures with words, discussing the contents of the cards, and
helping each other in understanding the reading. This shows that picture card teaching
aids not only increase interest in reading and writing, but also their social skills. The
results of the reading ability test before and after using picture cards showed a significant
increase. Before the implementation of this method, most children were only able to
recognize basic letters, but after the intervention, they began to be able to read simple
words more fluently. Likewise, children's writing skills improved after this method was
implemented. If previously many children had difficulty writing letters and words
correctly, after being given practice using picture cards, they became more confident in
writing and understanding the correct word order.

In terms of attention and involvement, teachers at RAM NU 168 Al Istigomah also
reported an increase in children's participation during learning. They were more
interested in coming to class, more focused while studying, and showed greater interest in
the teaching materials provided. Parents also felt the positive impact of this method. They
reported that their children began to bring home picture cards to practice alone or with
their families. Children also asked for reading books more often and showed interest in
writing at home. In addition, this study found that picture card teaching aids can be used
as a flexible learning method. These cards can be adjusted to various levels of children's
abilities and can be modified according to learning needs. However, there are several
challenges in implementing this method. One of them is the limited number of picture
cards available, so some children have to share cards in groups. This sometimes makes
children less free to learn independently. Another challenge is the variation in children's
ability levels. Some children quickly understand the material, while others take longer.
Therefore, teachers need to provide a more personal approach so that all children can feel
the same benefits from this method.

To overcome these challenges, this study recommends that more picture card
teaching aids be provided and used in a variety of activities. In addition, teachers need to
be given training to optimize the use of these teaching aids so that the results obtained are
more optimal. Overall, this study proves that picture card teaching aids are effective in
increasing children's interest in reading and writing. With an interesting method, children
are more motivated to learn, both individually and in groups. The positive impact of this
method is also seen in increasing children's creativity and self-confidence in reading and
writing. They are more courageous in expressing ideas through writing and enjoy the
process of learning to read in a fun way. The results of this study are expected to be a
reference for other educational institutions that want to increase children's interest in
reading and writing through a more innovative approach. With good management, this
method can be widely applied to support children's literacy development from an early
age.

Reading and writing are essential skills in the academic development of children.
However, many young students, especially those in early education stages, often lack
interest in these fundamental activities, which can hinder their learning progress. At RAM
NU 168 Al Istiqgomah Rejodadi Campurejo Panceng Gresik, teachers observed a noticeable
lack of enthusiasm among children when it came to engaging in reading and writing
activities. This study aimed to address this issue by implementing picture card learning
tools to enhance children's interest in both reading and writing. The use of educational
aids such as picture cards in early childhood education has been shown to be an effective
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strategy to stimulate young learners' interest and participation in various activities.
Picture cards serve as a visual representation of words and concepts, making them an
excellent tool for improving both literacy skills and cognitive development. By
incorporating picture cards into the reading and writing process, children are encouraged
to interact with the material more actively, fostering an environment where learning
becomes a fun and engaging experience.

In the context of early childhood education at RAM NU 168 Al Istiqomah, one of the
ongoing challenges faced by educators is the low interest in reading and writing among
students. Despite the importance of these skills for academic success, many children in the
school displayed a lack of motivation to engage with reading materials or to express
themselves through writing. This problem affects not only the students' academic
performance but also their overall cognitive development, as early reading and writing
experiences are critical in shaping their future learning abilities. Thus, there was a need
for an innovative approach that could increase students' interest in reading and writing
and ultimately improve their skills in these areas.

The primary objective of this research was to investigate the effectiveness of using
picture card learning tools in increasing children's interest in reading and writing at RAM
NU 168 Al Istiqgomah. The specific goals of the study were as follows: 1) To determine
whether the use of picture cards can enhance students' enthusiasm for reading and
writing activities; 2) To assess the impact of picture card learning tools on students'
reading and writing abilities; 3) To explore whether the use of picture cards can foster
greater student participation and engagement in the learning process; 4) To identify
teachers' perceptions of using picture cards as a teaching tool for improving literacy skills
in early childhood education.

The theoretical framework underpinning this research is based on constructivist
learning theory, which emphasizes active learning and the role of hands-on, visual, and
interactive materials in the learning process. According to this theory, children learn best
when they can engage with the content in a meaningful way, using tools and materials that
appeal to their senses and stimulate their curiosity. Picture cards, as a form of visual aid,
are particularly effective in making abstract concepts more concrete, helping children
better understand and remember the information they encounter. In the context of
reading and writing, picture cards provide a bridge between words and their meanings. By
associating pictures with words or sentences, children can improve their vocabulary,
spelling, and comprehension skills in a way that feels more like play than formal learning.
Additionally, picture cards can encourage children to practice writing by having them
describe the images, thus fostering creativity and enhancing their writing abilities.

Research has shown that the use of visual aids such as picture cards can significantly
enhance early literacy skills. A study by Rahim (2019) found that children who interacted
with picture-based learning materials exhibited greater interest in reading and writing
tasks compared to those who used traditional text-based resources. The visual appeal of
pictures, combined with the tactile engagement of handling cards, made the learning
process more enjoyable and memorable for the children. Furthermore, picture cards have
been shown to aid in the development of language skills, as they provide a contextual
framework for understanding new vocabulary. According to Tjahjono (2020), using
picture cards in reading activities helps children associate words with their meanings
more effectively, which improves their ability to recall and use those words in their own
speech and writing. This association is crucial in early literacy development, as it allows
children to build a foundation for more advanced reading and writing skills.

This study used a quasi-experimental design with a pre-test and post-test to
evaluate the effectiveness of picture card learning tools in improving students' reading
and writing interest and skills. The research was conducted at RAM NU 168 Al Istiqgomah
Rejodadi Campurejo Panceng Gresik, with 30 students in the early childhood education
class participating in the study. The intervention lasted for six weeks, during which
teachers incorporated picture cards into daily reading and writing activities.
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Students' interest in reading and writing was measured through observations,
interviews, and a survey conducted before and after the intervention. Additionally, the
students' abilities in reading and writing were assessed using a set of standardized tests,
which included tasks such as identifying words from pictures, writing sentences based on
images, and reading short passages aloud. Teachers' perceptions of the effectiveness of
picture cards were also gathered through interviews and informal discussions. The
findings of the research demonstrated a noticeable improvement in both the students'
interest in reading and writing and their literacy skills. The pre-test results showed that
many students exhibited low levels of interest in both activities, with some students even
expressing reluctance to participate in reading and writing tasks. However, after the six-
week intervention using picture card learning tools, the post-test results revealed a
significant increase in students' enthusiasm for these activities. Students were more eager
to participate in class discussions, read aloud, and attempt writing tasks.

In terms of literacy skills, the students showed marked improvement. The test
results indicated that the use of picture cards helped them better recognize and recall
words, as well as improve their ability to form sentences and write coherent responses.
Teachers observed that students were more confident in expressing themselves through
writing, often describing pictures in greater detail and using a wider range of vocabulary
than before the intervention.

Additionally, students reported enjoying the picture card activities, with many
mentioning that they liked the visual nature of the cards and how they made learning feel
more fun. The hands-on nature of the activities, such as matching words to images or
creating stories based on pictures, seemed to engage the students more than traditional
textbook-based exercises. The implementation of picture cards as a learning tool had a
profound impact on the students' engagement and literacy development. The visual nature
of the cards not only made reading and writing activities more enjoyable but also helped
bridge the gap between abstract concepts and concrete understanding. For young
learners, who are often more receptive to visual stimuli, the use of pictures provided a
clearer context for the new vocabulary and ideas being introduced. As a result, students
were able to connect words with meanings more effectively, which contributed to an
increase in their overall literacy skills.

The increased enthusiasm for reading and writing observed in the students is a clear
indicator that the picture cards succeeded in capturing their attention and sparking their
curiosity. By using pictures that were both educational and fun, teachers were able to
create a learning environment where students felt more motivated to participate in tasks
that they might otherwise have found dull or difficult. This aligns with research that
emphasizes the importance of making learning engaging and relevant to students'
interests and developmental stages.

In addition to improving literacy skills, the picture card activities fostered creativity
and imagination. Students were encouraged to create stories or write sentences based on
the images they saw, which not only enhanced their writing abilities but also allowed them
to develop their creative thinking skills. This aspect of the intervention is particularly
important in early childhood education, as it helps students build confidence in their
ability to communicate ideas and express themselves through writing. Despite the success
of the intervention, there were some challenges in the implementation of the picture card
activities. One challenge was ensuring that all students remained engaged throughout the
sessions, particularly those who had a lower level of motivation. To address this, teachers
incorporated additional strategies such as group work and peer support to encourage
participation from all students. This collaborative approach helped students who were
less confident feel more comfortable and supported in their learning.

In conclusion, the use of picture card learning tools at RAM NU 168 Al Istigomah
Rejodadi Campurejo Panceng Gresik was highly effective in increasing children's interest
in reading and writing. The visual nature of the cards not only captured students' attention
but also facilitated the development of key literacy skills such as vocabulary acquisition,
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sentence formation, and reading comprehension. The intervention also fostered creativity
and imagination, which are essential components of early childhood education. The
research suggests that incorporating picture cards into early literacy instruction can have
a positive impact on students' engagement and learning outcomes. Teachers at RAM NU
168 Al Istigomah can continue to use this approach to enhance the learning experience for
young students, making reading and writing more enjoyable and accessible. Future studies
could explore the long-term effects of using picture cards in early education and whether
this approach can be applied to other subjects to improve overall learning outcomes.

DISCUSSION

The results of the study on the use of picture card teaching aids in increasing children's
interest in reading and writing at RAM NU 168 Al Istiqgomah showed that this method had
a significant positive impact. Based on the data obtained, it can be seen that children are
more enthusiastic in participating in reading and writing activities after being introduced
to this teaching aid. This shows that the use of visual media can help increase children's
interest in learning. Before the application of this method, many children showed a passive
attitude during reading and writing activities. They tend to feel bored and lack confidence
in spelling and writing words. However, after the picture card teaching aids were used,
there was an increase in their motivation and courage to try reading and writing on their
own. One of the factors that makes this method successful is the visual nature of the
picture cards that attracts children's attention. Colorful and representative images help
them associate words with familiar objects. Thus, children find it easier to understand the
meaning of words and remember them better. In addition to improving word
comprehension, picture cards also play a role in improving children's memory. By
associating images with writing, children recognize new letters and words more quickly.
The learning process becomes more interactive and not monotonous, so that children are
more motivated to continue learning. The results of the study also showed that children
were more active in participating in teaching and learning activities. If previously they
only waited for instructions from the teacher, after using picture cards they asked more
questions, discussed, and tried to develop stories based on the pictures on the cards. This
proves that this method not only increases interest in reading and writing, but also trains
children's creativity and communication skills.

Teachers at RAM NU 168 Al Istiqgomah also felt positive changes in the learning
process. They found it easier to attract children's attention and maintain their
involvement in reading and writing activities. Activities that previously felt boring are now
more fun, so that children do not easily lose focus. In terms of academic results, this study
showed an increase in children's reading and writing abilities after this method was
implemented. Children were better able to recognize letters, spell words better, and write
with a neater structure than before. This confirms that picture card teaching aids are
effective in helping children's literacy development from an early age. In addition to
cognitive benefits, the use of picture cards also has a positive impact on children's social
aspects. They interact more often with their friends when studying in groups. This
collaborative learning process helps them to share knowledge, discuss the contents of the
pictures, and work together to compose words. However, this study also found several
challenges in implementing this method. One of them is the limited number of picture
cards available, so some children have to take turns using them. This can slightly reduce
the effectiveness of learning, especially for children who need more practice. In addition,
the differences in children's understanding levels are also a challenge. Some children can
quickly recognize words from picture cards, while others need more time. Therefore,
teachers must be more careful in providing assistance that is appropriate to the needs of
each child.

To overcome these obstacles, it is necessary to increase the number of teaching aids
and more variations of activities so that all children can feel the benefits optimally. In
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addition, training for teachers in using this method effectively also needs to be carried out
so that implementation in the field can run better. The role of parents is also no less
important in increasing children's interest in reading and writing. Support from the home
environment such as providing reading books and accompanying children in practicing
writing can accelerate the improvement of their literacy skills. Thus, the picture card
method is not only applied in schools but can also be used at home. Overall, this discussion
confirms that picture card teaching aids can be an effective solution in increasing
children's interest in reading and writing. This method not only improves cognitive
aspects, but also builds children's self-confidence and independence in learning. With
proper implementation, picture card teaching aids can be a sustainable innovation in the
world of early childhood education. It is hoped that this method can be applied more
widely in various educational institutions to support the strengthening of children's
literacy from an early age. This study provides valuable insights for educators and policy
makers in designing more interesting and effective learning strategies. The success of this
method proves that a visual and interactive approach can have a major impact on
improving the quality of early childhood education.

CONCLUSION

This study proves that the use of picture cards plays a significant role in increasing
children's interest in reading and writing at RAM NU 168 Al Istigomah Rejodadi
Campurejo Panceng Gresik. The results of the study show that this method can overcome
children's boredom in learning to read and write, so that they are more enthusiastic and
active in participating in learning. Before the application of picture cards, many children
had difficulty in recognizing letters, spelling words, and forming simple sentences.
However, after the use of picture cards was implemented, there was a gradual increase in
children's reading and writing skills. This shows that this method is effective in helping
children understand and remember words better. The visual appeal of picture cards is one
of the main factors that makes it easier for children to connect pictures with the words
they read. In addition, the use of picture cards in various activities such as matching words
with pictures, composing sentences, and telling the contents of the picture also increases
children's creativity and language comprehension. Increased social interaction is also one
of the positive impacts of implementing this method. Children discuss, work together, and
help each other more often when studying in groups. This not only strengthens their
literacy skills but also develops communication and collaboration skills. From the
teacher's perspective, this method makes the teaching process easier because children are
more interested and understand the material presented more easily. Teachers also find it
easier to control the class and create a fun and interactive learning atmosphere. In
addition, parents also feel the benefits of this method. They see positive changes in their
children, such as increased interest in reading books, writing habits, and the desire to
study independently at home. Thus, this method can also be applied in the home
environment to strengthen learning at school. Although this study shows positive results,
there are still some obstacles in implementing this method, such as the limited number of
picture cards available and differences in children's ability levels in understanding the
material. Therefore, improvements are needed in the provision of teaching aids and more
personalized guidance for children who experience difficulties. To optimize the
implementation of this method, it is recommended that teachers be given further training
in developing learning activities based on picture cards. In addition, there needs to be
support from schools and parents in providing more varied and interesting learning
resources. Overall, this study provides insight that picture card teaching aids are an
effective method in increasing children's interest in reading and writing. With an
interesting and interactive approach, children become more motivated to learn and
develop their literacy skills from an early age. It is hoped that this method can be widely
applied in various educational institutions as one of the innovative learning strategies in
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improving early childhood literacy skills. With continued support, it is hoped that children
can grow into individuals who have a high interest in reading and good writing skills.
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