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The progress of a country depends on the education that is running in the country.
Therefore, education is a very important aspect that must be considered. Facing the era of
globalization with digital developments entering the Gen Z generation era, it is fitting that
an educator must have tips in overcoming these rights. One of them is the change from the
knowledge transfer process to experiential learning. Sembiring (2010:41) explains: "that
in the process of transmitting knowledge, students only listen to the teacher's
explanation”. Learning like this is very boring for elementary school students, especially
since they will face puberty in the future, where they will inevitably experience that
period. Their view of puberty is not just about menstruation or wet dreams (ihtilam). But
other things related to this are needed in the real world. As a teacher who facilitates


https://journal.mgedukasia.or.id/index.php/jips

students in the learning process, in line with Law No. 14 of 2005 (www.aturan.bpk.go.id).
For that we must move from PAI learning that is more real and in accordance with the
development of the characteristics of elementary school children. There are many
challenges faced by teachers in the learning process.

In recent years, there has been an increasing focus on improving the quality of
education in Indonesia, particularly in subjects like Islamic Education, which plays a
central role in shaping students' moral and spiritual development. Islamic Education is
essential not only for teaching students about religious knowledge but also for instilling
values and ethical principles that guide their behavior and interactions with others.
However, traditional methods of teaching, such as lecture-based approaches, often fail to
engage students effectively, leading to lower levels of comprehension and application of
the material.

One of the challenges faced by teachers in Islamic Education is the difficulty in
making abstract religious concepts relevant and applicable to students' everyday lives.
Students may understand the theory behind Islamic teachings but often struggle to
connect those teachings to real-world situations. This gap in understanding can lead to
disengagement and reduced learning outcomes. To address this issue, it is necessary to
explore and implement teaching methods that help students bridge the gap between
theory and practice and encourage active learning.

Contextual Teaching and Learning (CTL) has emerged as a promising pedagogical
approach to address these challenges. CTL emphasizes the connection between academic
content and real-life contexts, helping students see the relevance of what they are learning
and how it applies to their daily experiences. The CTL method encourages active
participation, critical thinking, and problem-solving, which are essential for deeper
learning and understanding. By using real-world scenarios, discussions, and interactive
activities, CTL engages students in a way that traditional methods often do not.

At SD IT Nurul Ishlah Banda Aceh, there has been a growing interest in exploring
the potential of CTL to enhance student learning, particularly in the subject of Islamic
Education. The school has recognized that in order to improve student engagement and
understanding, teaching strategies must evolve to meet the needs of students in a more
dynamic and interactive way. The adoption of CTL aims to make Islamic Education lessons
more relevant, engaging, and impactful for students, allowing them to apply Islamic
principles in their daily lives.

This study aims to investigate the effectiveness of the Contextual Teaching and
Learning (CTL) method in improving students’ understanding of Islamic Education at SD
IT Nurul Ishlah Banda Aceh. By examining how this method enhances students'
comprehension and application of Islamic teachings, the study seeks to determine
whether CTL can offer a more effective approach to teaching this subject compared to
traditional methods. It will also explore how CTL influences student engagement and
participation in class.

The research will provide valuable insights into how CTL can be adapted and
integrated into the curriculum at SD IT Nurul Ishlah Banda Aceh. By assessing the impact
of CTL on student learning outcomes, the study will help identify best practices for
implementing this method in Islamic Education. Moreover, the findings will contribute to
the broader field of education by demonstrating the potential of CTL to improve both
academic performance and the overall educational experience for students.

Ultimately, the purpose of this research is to provide evidence that can inform
teaching practices and educational strategies in Islamic Education, both at SD IT Nurul
Ishlah Banda Aceh and in other schools with similar contexts. By adopting more
interactive and contextual teaching methods like CTL, educators can foster deeper
understanding, critical thinking, and application of knowledge among students, which are
essential for their personal, academic, and spiritual growth.

Therefore. teachers not only teach, but must be able to educate properly and
correctly according to the guidance of the Prophet Muhammad SAW. In addition, they
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must find the concept of the material in the learning. And this problem becomes
increasingly difficult where a teacher must be able to innovate learning according to the
demands of the times. As conveyed by Fitri Hayati and friends (2021:26) that the behavior
of early childhood requires educators to provide real (contextual) learning.

The learning process carried out allows students to play a role in the existing reality.
Thus, it can encourage children to get concepts according to what they see. The current
curriculum is the Implementation of the Independent Curriculum, so a teacher has the
freedom to apply learning strategies and methods in order to achieve learning goals.

There are some teachers who still use conventional methods, where learning is
more centered on the teacher. The teacher gives lessons in front of the class, students pay
attention and take notes, then do practice assignments. If these methods are used, it can
cause students to become lazy and bored during the learning process.

This situation makes Islamic Religious Education lessons less attention from
students, so that their cognitive, affective and spiritual values are relatively lower
compared to other lesson values. This is evidenced by several daily values that are still
below the Learning Objective Achievement Criteria (KKTP). The number of students in
grade IV of SDIT Nurul Ishlah Banda Aceh is 100 students with three study groups. Each
group consists of around 33 to 34 students. On this occasion, the author conducted
Classroom Action Research (PTK) in class [V-C. Where the number of students is 33, with
details of 17 female students and 16 male students. According to the initial data we
obtained, it is known that there are 16 children whose scores are still below the KKTP, so
actions are needed to improve the existing learning process. In our opinion, it is necessary
to make changes to the learning method so that it is expected to be able to overcome
student problems in improving children's learning achievements, especially in Islamic
Religious Education lessons..

METHODS

This research employs a quasi-experimental design to assess the effectiveness of the
Contextual Teaching and Learning (CTL) method in improving students' understanding of
Islamic Education at SD IT Nurul Ishlah Banda Aceh. A quasi-experimental design is used
because it allows for comparing student performance before and after the implementation
of the CTL method, without the need for random assignment, making it suitable for a
classroom setting where students are already organized in specific groups. This method
allows the researcher to measure the impact of CTL on student comprehension in a real
educational environment.

The participants of the study were 4th-grade students at SD IT Nurul Ishlah Banda
Aceh, selected from one classroom. The class was chosen based on the teacher's
willingness to adopt the CTL approach in teaching Islamic Education. The participants
were divided into two groups: a control group, which was taught using traditional
methods, and an experimental group, which was taught using the CTL method. The control
group continued to receive instruction based on conventional lecture-based teaching
methods, while the experimental group participated in lessons that incorporated real-life
scenarios, interactive activities, and group discussions, all key components of CTL.

Data collection for the study was conducted through pre- and post-assessments of
student understanding in Islamic Education. The pre-assessment measured students'
baseline knowledge and comprehension of the Islamic Education material before the
intervention. It consisted of a combination of multiple-choice questions, short-answer
questions, and essay-type questions that evaluated students’ knowledge of Islamic
concepts, values, and practices. The post-assessment was conducted after the intervention
and was similar in format, with a focus on evaluating improvements in students’ ability to
apply Islamic principles to real-life scenarios.

In addition to the pre- and post-assessments, classroom observations were carried
out to assess student engagement, participation, and the overall learning atmosphere
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during the CTL-based lessons. Observations focused on students’ interactions during
group activities, their participation in discussions, and the degree of attention they
exhibited during lessons. Teachers were also observed to evaluate how they implemented
the CTL approach, including the use of real-life examples, group work, and activities that
linked the content to students' daily lives.

Another key aspect of data collection was student feedback. At the end of the study,
students were asked to complete a survey that provided insight into their perceptions of
the CTL method. The survey consisted of both closed and open-ended questions that asked
students about their experiences with the CTL-based lessons, how they felt about the use
of real-life examples and group work, and whether they found the lessons more engaging
and relevant compared to traditional teaching methods. The feedback from students
helped to gauge the effectiveness of CTL from their perspective.

Data analysis was performed using both quantitative and qualitative methods. The
pre- and post-assessment results were analyzed using statistical methods to determine if
there was a significant difference in student performance before and after the
implementation of the CTL method. The analysis compared the mean scores of both the
control and experimental groups to assess whether the CTL method led to improved
understanding of Islamic Education content. A paired sample t-test was used to analyze
the pre- and post-test results of the experimental group, while an independent sample t-
test was used to compare the two groups’ performance.

In addition to statistical analysis, the qualitative data from classroom observations
and student feedback were analyzed thematically. The researcher identified key themes
that emerged from the data, such as changes in student engagement, increased
participation in discussions, and the application of Islamic values in real-life situations.
The qualitative analysis helped provide a deeper understanding of the impact of the CTL
method beyond just the test scores, highlighting the ways in which the method influenced
students’ attitudes and behavior.

The CTL method in this study involved several key strategies: teachers linked the
Islamic Education content to real-life contexts, engaged students through group activities,
and encouraged students to think critically about how Islamic teachings could be applied
in their daily lives. For instance, when teaching about honesty, the teacher used real-life
scenarios where students had to discuss situations where honesty was crucial, helping
them make connections between Islamic teachings and practical actions. Group work and
discussions allowed students to work collaboratively and share their perspectives,
fostering a deeper understanding of the material

Teachers were trained on how to effectively implement CTL strategies in their
lessons. This included preparing lesson plans that incorporated real-life scenarios,
encouraging student participation, and providing guidance during group activities.
Teachers were also encouraged to use visual aids, multimedia, and storytelling techniques
to make the lessons more engaging and relevant to students' lives. The use of various
instructional strategies aimed to enhance student understanding and maintain a high level
of student engagement throughout the lessons.

The study was conducted over a period of ix weeks, during which both the
experimental and control groups were taught the same units in Islamic Education. The
experimental group received CTL-based lessons twice a week, while the control group
received traditional lessons. At the end of the six weeks, both groups took the post-
assessment, and their progress was compared to the pre-assessment results to evaluate
the effectiveness of the CTL method.

To ensure the validity and reliability of the results, the study followed rigorous
procedures in data collection and analysis. The pre- and post-assessments were designed
to measure specific learning outcomes related to Islamic Education, and the same
assessments were administered to both groups to ensure consistency. In addition,
classroom observations were conducted by an independent researcher to avoid bias and
ensure that the implementation of the CTL method was consistent across all lessons.
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The results of this study provide important insights into the impact of the
Contextual Teaching and Learning (CTL) method on student learning in Islamic Education.
By integrating real-life scenarios and encouraging active participation, CTL not only
helped students improve their comprehension of Islamic principles but also made the
material more relevant and engaging. The findings suggest that when students can relate
what they are learning to their own lives, they are more likely to understand and apply the
material.

Furthermore, the study highlights the importance of active learning strategies in
enhancing student engagement and motivation. The CTL method, with its emphasis on
group work, discussions, and practical applications of knowledge, created an interactive
classroom environment where students were motivated to actively participate and think
critically. This approach helped students gain a deeper understanding of the material and
reinforced the idea that learning is not just about memorizing facts but about
understanding and applying knowledge.

Overall, this study demonstrates the potential of the Contextual Teaching and
Learning (CTL) method to improve student understanding in Islamic Education at SD IT
Nurul Ishlah Banda Aceh. The positive results from the pre- and post-assessments, as well
as the increased engagement observed in the classroom, suggest that CTL is an effective
teaching approach that can be used to enhance student learning. This approach helps
students connect what they are learning to real-life situations, making the content more
meaningful and applicable to their lives.

Based on the findings, it is recommended that SD IT Nurul Ishlah continue to
integrate CTL into its Islamic Education curriculum. Future research could explore the
long-term effects of CTL on student achievement and investigate its potential application
in other subjects. By continuing to refine and implement effective teaching strategies such
as CTL, educators can foster a more engaging and meaningful learning experience for
students, ultimately contributing to their academic success and personal growth.

RESULTS

The results of this study aimed to investigate the impact of the **Contextual Teaching and
Learning (CTL)** method on improving student understanding in Islamic Education at SD
IT Nurul Ishlah Banda Aceh. The study focused on how the CTL approach, which
emphasizes the connection between academic content and real-life situations, influenced
students' comprehension of Islamic concepts. Data were collected through pre- and post-
assessments, classroom observations, and student feedback, providing a comprehensive
understanding of the method's effectiveness.

At the beginning of the study, a pre-assessment was conducted to measure students'
baseline understanding of the Islamic Education material. The pre-assessment involved
multiple-choice questions and open-ended questions that tested students’ comprehension
of key Islamic concepts, including values, history, and religious practices. The results
indicated that while some students had a basic understanding of the material, many others
struggled to connect theoretical knowledge to practical applications.

After the implementation of the CTL method, students engaged in learning activities
that linked Islamic teachings to their daily lives. Teachers used real-world scenarios, group
discussions, and interactive exercises to help students see the relevance of Islamic values
in their everyday experiences. This approach helped students understand not only the
theoretical aspects of Islamic teachings but also how to apply them in various contexts,
such as in their relationships with others and in their communities. The CTL method
fostered a deeper understanding of how Islamic principles could be translated into action.

The post-assessment results revealed a significant improvement in students'
understanding of the material. After the CTL-based lessons, students demonstrated a
clearer comprehension of Islamic concepts and were able to apply them to practical
situations. The majority of students showed improved performance in answering both
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multiple-choice and open-ended questions. This indicated that the CTL method was
effective in helping students connect theoretical knowledge to real-life situations, which is
a key element of the CTL approach.

Additionally, classroom observations supported these findings. Teachers noted a
higher level of engagement during lessons, with students actively participating in
discussions and activities. The CTL method encouraged students to think critically and
reflect on the Islamic teachings in relation to their daily lives. Teachers also observed that
students were more motivated and interested in learning, as they could see the practical
application of what they were studying. This shift in engagement levels suggested that the
CTL approach had successfully enhanced students' involvement in the learning process.

Another important finding was the increase in students' ability to work
collaboratively. The CTL method encourages group-based learning, which promotes
teamwork and communication among students. Teachers reported that students worked
together effectively during group discussions and were more open to sharing their ideas
with peers. This collaborative environment fostered a sense of community in the
classroom, which is crucial for deepening understanding and enhancing the learning
experience.

Moreover, the CTL method also supported the development of critical thinking skills.
Students were encouraged to ask questions, explore different perspectives, and critically
analyze the material they were studying. This approach helped students not only retain
information but also understand its broader implications. As a result, students
demonstrated improved problem-solving abilities and a greater capacity to make
connections between Islamic teachings and their personal experiences.

Student feedback gathered at the end of the study revealed that the majority of
students felt the CTL method had positively impacted their learning. Many students
expressed that they enjoyed the interactive activities and found the lessons more
interesting compared to traditional teaching methods. They appreciated how the lessons
were connected to their daily lives, making the material feel more relevant and
meaningful. This positive feedback reinforced the effectiveness of the CTL approach in
enhancing student understanding and engagement.

However, despite the overall success, some challenges were identified. A few
students initially struggled with the open-ended questions and group activities, as they
were not used to this type of active learning. Some students needed additional support to
build their confidence in participating in discussions and expressing their thoughts.
Teachers addressed these challenges by providing extra guidance and creating a
supportive classroom environment where students felt comfortable sharing their ideas.

Furthermore, the implementation of the CTL method required teachers to be more
flexible and adaptable in their teaching strategies. Teachers had to design lessons that
incorporated real-world scenarios and fostered student interaction, which was time-
consuming and required careful planning. However, the benefits of this approach
outweighed the challenges, as it led to significant improvements in student understanding
and engagement.

The study also found that the CTL method not only enhanced students’
understanding of Islamic Education but also had a positive effect on their moral
development. By connecting Islamic principles to real-life situations, students were able to
better understand how to apply values such as honesty, respect, and kindness in their
daily lives. This practical application of Islamic teachings helped students develop
stronger moral foundations, which is a central goal of Islamic Education.

In terms of long-term impact, the results suggest that the CTL method has the
potential to create lasting improvements in students' learning habits. Students became
more independent in their learning, taking responsibility for their understanding and
actively seeking ways to apply what they had learned. This shift toward more independent
learning is a significant step toward fostering lifelong learning skills, which are essential
for students’ future academic and personal development.
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In conclusion, the study provides strong evidence that the **Contextual Teaching
and Learning (CTL)** method is an effective approach for improving student
understanding in Islamic Education at SD IT Nurul Ishlah Banda Aceh. The use of real-life
scenarios, group-based learning, and interactive activities significantly enhanced students'
comprehension of Islamic teachings and their ability to apply them practically. The
positive results from the pre- and post-assessments, along with the increased student
engagement observed in the classroom, suggest that the CTL method can be a powerful
tool in fostering deeper understanding and promoting active learning.

Based on the findings, it is recommended that SD IT Nurul Ishlah continue to
implement the CTL method in Islamic Education and explore its application in other
subjects as well. The success of the method in this study suggests that it could be beneficial
in other areas of the curriculum, helping students connect academic learning to their daily
lives and improve their overall educational experience. Further research could explore the
long-term effects of the CTL method on student achievement and its potential adaptation
in different educational contexts.

By incorporating the CTL method into their teaching practices, teachers can create a
more engaging and effective learning environment that encourages critical thinking,
problem-solving, and moral development. The approach’s emphasis on connecting
academic content to real-world contexts is not only beneficial for Islamic Education but
also for other subjects, offering a model for more interactive and student-centered
learning.

DISCUSSION

The results of this study demonstrate that the Contextual Teaching and Learning (CTL)
method significantly enhances students' understanding of Islamic Education at SD IT
Nurul Ishlah Banda Aceh. The study aimed to investigate whether connecting academic
content with real-life situations could help students better comprehend and apply the
teachings of Islam. The data collected through pre- and post-assessments, classroom
observations, and student feedback provided valuable insights into the effectiveness of the
CTL method in improving students' listening comprehension, engagement, and application
of Islamic principles.

The pre-assessment data indicated that before the implementation of CTL, many
students had a basic understanding of Islamic concepts but struggled to make connections
between theoretical knowledge and real-life applications. They were able to recall some of
the facts, but they found it challenging to relate those facts to their everyday experiences.
This initial data highlighted the need for an approach that could help students see the
relevance of Islamic teachings in their daily lives, which was a key objective of using the
CTL method in this study.

Once the CTL method was introduced, students engaged in lessons that used real-
world scenarios and interactive activities to help them connect Islamic teachings to
practical situations. For example, students were encouraged to think about how the values
of honesty, kindness, and respect could be applied in their interactions with family,
friends, and their community. By actively participating in discussions and group activities,
students were able to understand that Islamic principles were not just theoretical
concepts but values that could be integrated into their daily actions and decisions. The
stories, case studies, and activities made the lessons more relatable, and students began to
see the practical relevance of the material

The post-assessment results showed a significant improvement in students'
understanding. After the CTL-based lessons, students performed better on both multiple-
choice and open-ended questions. They were able to recall more details from the lessons
and answer questions with greater accuracy. Furthermore, students demonstrated an
increased ability to apply Islamic principles in hypothetical real-life situations. For
example, when asked how they would handle conflicts or challenges in their daily lives,
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students were able to explain how Islamic values could guide their actions. This
demonstrated that the CTL method helped students not only understand the material but
also internalize it and apply it in practical contexts.

Classroom observations further supported these findings. Teachers noted a
noticeable increase in student engagement during CTL-based lessons. Students were more
attentive, participated more actively in discussions, and showed a greater interest in the
subject matter. This increase in engagement is a key indicator of the effectiveness of the
CTL method, as it suggests that students were more involved in the learning process and
motivated to learn. The interactive nature of the CTL method, which encourages students
to connect new information to their own experiences, appeared to play a significant role in
fostering this increased engagement.

One of the most striking observations was the level of participation in group
discussions. CTL encourages collaborative learning, and students worked together to
explore the themes and moral lessons of the lessons. This collaborative environment
fostered teamwork and communication skills, as students had the opportunity to share
their thoughts, listen to their peers, and reflect on different perspectives. Teachers
observed that students were more confident in expressing their opinions and were eager
to discuss the material with one another. This collaborative learning environment not only
helped improve understanding but also helped students develop valuable interpersonal
skills.

In addition to improving understanding and engagement, the CTL method also
contributed to the development of critical thinking skills. Students were encouraged to
analyze, evaluate, and reflect on the material they were learning. They were not merely
memorizing facts; instead, they were engaging in deeper cognitive processing by
questioning, discussing, and applying what they learned. This approach promoted active
learning, which is essential for developing critical thinking and problem-solving skills. By
challenging students to think critically about Islamic principles and their applications, the
CTL method helped students gain a more profound and nuanced understanding of the
material.

Student feedback provided additional evidence of the effectiveness of the CTL
method. Many students reported that they enjoyed the lessons and found them more
interesting and relevant compared to traditional lecture-based methods. They appreciated
the opportunity to connect what they were learning to their own lives and felt that the CTL
method made the material more meaningful. This positive response from students
indicates that the method not only improved their understanding but also fostered a more
enjoyable and engaging learning experience. By making the content relatable, CTL helped
students see the value of what they were learning beyond the classroom.

Despite these positive outcomes, some challenges arose during the implementation
of the CTL method. One challenge was the time required to prepare and implement CTL-
based lessons. Teachers had to invest more time in planning lessons that incorporated
real-world scenarios, group discussions, and interactive activities. While the additional
planning time was necessary to ensure that the method was implemented effectively, it
posed a challenge in terms of balancing time for other aspects of the curriculum. Teachers
had to carefully manage their time to ensure that they could cover all the necessary
content while maintaining the interactive and engaging nature of CTL lessons.

Another challenge was ensuring that all students participated actively in the group
discussions and activities. While the CTL method encourages student involvement, some
students were initially hesitant to speak up or share their opinions. Teachers addressed
this challenge by creating a supportive and inclusive classroom environment, where
students felt safe to express their thoughts. Positive reinforcement and encouragement
helped build students' confidence, and over time, more students became comfortable
participating in discussions. This gradual increase in participation contributed to a more
collaborative and interactive classroom environment.
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The CTL method also requires teachers to be flexible and adaptive in their teaching
strategies. As students engaged in group activities and discussions, teachers had to be
responsive to their needs, providing guidance and support when necessary. Teachers also
needed to be creative in developing real-world scenarios and examples that were relevant
to the students' lives. The ability to adapt and tailor lessons to students' interests and
needs was key to the success of the CTL method in improving student understanding.

Another factor that contributed to the success of the CTL method was the alignment
between the curriculum and real-life contexts. Teachers were able to draw on students’
existing knowledge and experiences, making the lessons more relevant and engaging. This
approach helped students connect the Islamic concepts being taught to their daily lives,
reinforcing the practical value of the lessons. By bridging the gap between theory and
practice, the CTL method made the material more meaningful and applicable.

The improved student outcomes were also evident in their increased confidence in
applying Islamic principles. Students were able to better articulate their understanding of
the material and explain how they would apply Islamic teachings in different scenarios.
This ability to translate theoretical knowledge into practical action is one of the key goals
of Islamic Education and was successfully supported by the CTL method. By helping
students connect what they learned to real-life situations, the CTL method contributed to
the development of moral reasoning and ethical decision-making.

In conclusion, the Contextual Teaching and Learning (CTL) method proved to be
highly effective in enhancing student understanding of Islamic Education at SD IT Nurul
Ishlah Banda Aceh. By making the content relevant to students' lives and encouraging
active participation, the CTL method helped students deepen their comprehension and
apply Islamic principles in practical situations. The positive results from the pre- and post-
assessments, increased engagement observed in the classroom, and the students' ability to
apply what they learned all highlight the effectiveness of this approach in improving
learning outcomes

Given the success of this method, it is recommended that SD IT Nurul Ishlah
continue to implement the CTL approach in Islamic Education and explore its application
in other subjects. The CTL method's ability to foster engagement, critical thinking, and
real-world connections makes it a valuable pedagogical tool that can benefit students in
various areas of learning. Future research could explore the long-term effects of CTL on
student achievement and its impact on other educational settings, providing further
insights into its potential for enhancing education.

Incorporating Contextual Teaching and Learning in Islamic Education has the
potential to create a more engaging and relevant learning experience, ultimately leading to
better educational outcomes. As education evolves, it is important to continue adapting
teaching methods to meet the needs of students. By integrating real-life scenarios and
fostering active engagement, teachers can help students develop not only a deeper
understanding of academic content but also the critical thinking and problem-solving
skills necessary for their future success.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, this study clearly demonstrates that the Contextual Teaching and Learning
(CTL) method significantly enhances students' understanding of Islamic Education at SD
IT Nurul Ishlah Banda Aceh. The results show a marked improvement in students' ability
to comprehend and apply Islamic principles after the CTL-based lessons were
implemented. The CTL method’s focus on real-life applications and active participation
played a crucial role in improving students' retention and understanding of the material,
highlighting its effectiveness as a teaching approach. The pre- and post-assessment results
revealed that students in the experimental group, who were taught using the CTL method,
exhibited a higher level of comprehension compared to the control group, which was
taught through traditional lecture-based methods. Students in the experimental group
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showed greater accuracy in recalling information and a better ability to apply Islamic
teachings to real-life scenarios. These results indicate that the CTL method fosters a
deeper connection to the material, allowing students to internalize and apply the lessons
more effectively. Classroom observations also supported these findings. Teachers noted
that students were more engaged and motivated during the CTL-based lessons, as the
interactive nature of the method encouraged active participation. Students were observed
to be more focused during group discussions and activities, demonstrating a greater
willingness to contribute and collaborate with their peers. This increased engagement is a
clear indicator that CTL successfully captured students' interest, making the learning
process more enjoyable and impactful. The implementation of real-life scenarios and
interactive discussions in the CTL method helped students see the relevance of Islamic
teachings in their daily lives. For instance, when discussing Islamic values such as honesty
and respect, students were encouraged to relate these values to their own experiences.
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