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Education is a well-planned process that aims to develop the potential of students to have
the intelligence, personality, and skills needed in life. Through education, the nation can
prepare the next generation who are able to face the challenges of the times and at the
same time maintain moral and cultural values. Islamic Religious Education (PAI) as one of
the subjects in elementary schools has a strategic role in shaping the character of students
who have noble character and faith in Allah. One of the important materials in PAI is the
introduction of Asmaul Husna, which is the beautiful names of Allah, which is believed to
strengthen the faith as well as guide students to imitate the attributes of Allah in daily life
(Ramayulis, 2018).

However, in practice, PAI learning at the elementary school level often faces various
obstacles. Initial observations carried out in grade IV of SD Negeri Pasi Aceh showed low
motivation and student learning outcomes in Asmaul Husna material. Of the 15 students,
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only 6 children (40%) achieved scores above the Minimum Completeness Criteria (KKM)
of 70, with an average grade score of 67.2. This condition shows that there is a gap
between the learning objectives to be achieved and the actual results in the field. One of
the reasons is that the learning approach still tends to be teacher-centered and has
minimal variety, so that students are less actively involved in building their
understanding.

The importance of improving the quality of PAI learning is in line with the national
education policy which emphasizes the importance of active, creative, effective, and fun
learning. This is supported by the view of Piaget (1972) who affirms that children at
primary school age are at a concrete operational stage, where they need a learning
experience that allows for hands-on exploration to build concepts. In this context, the
application of the Discovery Learning method is considered relevant because it provides
opportunities for students to discover knowledge through the process of questioning,
trying, and inferring on their own (Bruner, 1961).

Discovery Learning as a learning strategy emphasizes the active involvement of
students to find concepts, principles, or relationships between ideas with the guidance of
teachers as facilitators (Hmelo-Silver et al.,, 2007). This model is believed to be able to
increase students' intrinsic motivation because they feel directly involved in the learning
process. In addition, discovery-based learning can strengthen students' long-term memory
because knowledge gained through one's own experiences tends to be more meaningful
(Sani, 2014).

The urgency of this research is even stronger when looking at the results of previous
studies that show the effectiveness of Discovery Learning. Research conducted by Widodo
(2017) states that the application of Discovery Learning in science learning in elementary
schools is able to improve learning outcomes as well as students' critical thinking skills.
The same thing was stated by Suryani (2018) who emphasized that this method can also
foster students' curiosity and increase their active participation in class discussions. Thus,
Discovery Learning has the potential to be one of the solutions in improving the quality of
PAI learning, especially in Asmaul Husna's material.

In addition, the low student learning outcomes in Asmaul Husna's material show
that there are research gaps that need to be filled. So far, most of the Discovery Learning
studies have been more focused on the field of Science or Mathematics (Hosnan, 2016;
Trianto, 2015), while its application in religious learning, especially PA], is still relatively
limited. In fact, PAI also needs a learning approach that encourages students to actively
find meaning, not just memorize. This research is here to fill this gap by examining how
Discovery Learning can be used to improve students' understanding and learning
outcomes in Asmaul Husna's material.

The main purpose of this study is to find out the extent to which the application of
Discovery Learning can improve the learning outcomes of grade 1V students of SD Negeri
Pasi Aceh in Asmaul Husna material. In more detail, this study aims to describe the initial
condition of student learning outcomes before the implementation of Discovery Learning,
analyze the improvement in student learning outcomes after the first cycle, and evaluate
the effectiveness of actions in the second cycle to achieve the completion target. This
research is expected to make a theoretical contribution in enriching the study of the
application of Discovery Learning in the field of PAI, as well as providing practical
contributions for teachers in designing more active, creative, and fun learning.

Thus, this research is not only relevant to improve the quality of learning in grade IV
of SD Negeri Pasi Aceh, but also provides wider implications for the development of
religious learning strategies in elementary schools. The success of Discovery Learning in
improving learning outcomes in Asmaul Husna's material will be empirical proof that this
method can be applied flexibly in various subjects, including PAI This is in line with
Arends (2012) view that discovery-based learning strategies can be used across
disciplines to encourage active student engagement.
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METHODS

This study uses a Classroom Action Research (PTK) approach which aims to improve the
learning process while improving student learning outcomes through real actions in the
classroom. PTK was chosen because it is in accordance with the problems that arise in
daily learning practices, where teachers play a direct role as researchers to find solutions
to low learning outcomes in Asmaul Husna's material. According to Arikunto (2015), PTK
is a research conducted in the classroom with the aim of improving the quality of learning
practices through actions that are designed, implemented, and evaluated systematically.
This research model is relevant because it can provide direct feedback on teacher
performance as well as student learning outcomes.

The subjects of the study were all grade IV students of SD Negeri Pasi Aceh which
totaled 15 people, consisting of 7 male students and 8 female students. This number is also
a research population because the classes are homogeneous and allow research to be
carried out thoroughly. The selection of subjects was based on the consideration that the
class showed learning problems, especially in Asmaul Husna's material, with an average
initial score of 67.2 and only 40% of students reached KKM 70. The focus of the research is
directed at efforts to improve learning outcomes by applying the Discovery Learning
method.

This research was carried out at SD Negeri Pasi Aceh, Tadu Raya District, Nagan
Raya Regency in the even semester of the 2023/2024 school year. The selection of the
location is based on the teacher's need to improve the quality of learning in the classroom.
The research implementation period lasted for three months, starting from the initial
observation stage to the preparation of the report. The stages of PTK are carried out in
two cycles, where each cycle consists of four main stages, namely planning,
implementation, observation, and reflection (Kemmis & McTaggart, 1988).

The planning stage includes problem identification, preparation of Discovery
Learning-based Learning Implementation Plans (RPPs), preparation of research
instruments, and preparation of relevant learning media. At the implementation stage,
teachers implement Discovery Learning in Asmaul Husna's learning with steps of problem
orientation, exploration, group discussion, presentation of results, and drawing
conclusions. During the implementation, the teacher acts as a facilitator and guide, while
the students play an active role in finding concepts. The observation stage is carried out at
the same time as the implementation of learning to monitor the activities of teachers and
students. Observations use observation sheets that include aspects of student activity,
engagement, and response. The reflection stage is carried out after each cycle is completed
by analyzing data on learning outcomes, activities, and obstacles that arise. This reflection
is used to make improvements in the next cycle.

The data collection technique in this study uses several instruments. First, the
learning outcome test is used to measure students' understanding of Asmaul Husna
material. The test is in the form of objective questions with varying levels of difficulty
according to the indicators of competency achievement. According to Sugiyono (2018),
tests are the right instrument to measure students' cognitive abilities quantitatively.
Second, observation is used to record students' activeness during the learning process,
such as the frequency of questioning, answering, and involvement in discussions. Third, a
questionnaire was given to students to find out their perception of the use of Discovery
Learning. Fourth, documentation in the form of photos and field notes is used to
strengthen the data obtained.

Data analysis was carried out descriptively, qualitatively, and quantitatively.
Quantitative data in the form of learning outcome scores were analyzed by calculating the
average and percentage of student completeness. The success criteria are set if at least
80% of students obtain a score above KKM 70. Qualitative data in the form of observation
results and questionnaires were analyzed by examining patterns of student activity
tendencies, motivation, and participation in learning. According to Miles, Huberman, and
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Saldana (2014), qualitative analysis is carried out through the stages of data reduction,
data presentation, and conclusion drawn. The success criteria for this research are
determined based on two aspects.

First, the aspect of student learning outcomes is characterized by an increase in
average grade points and a percentage of completeness of at least 80%. Second, the aspect
of the learning process is characterized by increased student involvement in learning
activities. Both are measured gradually in each cycle, so that improvements can be seen
from pre-cycle, cycle I, to cycle 1. The validity of the data is strengthened through
triangulation techniques, namely comparing test results, observations, questionnaires, and
documentation. With the PTK approach, this research is not only results-oriented, but also
the process of continuous improvement of learning quality. It is hoped that the Discovery
Learning model can be an applicative and relevant learning strategy to be applied in PAI
learning, especially in Asmaul Husna's material.

RESULTS

This classroom action research was carried out in two cycles which aimed to improve the
learning outcomes of grade IV students of SD Negeri Pasi Aceh on Asmaul Husna material
through the application of the Discovery Learning model. The research subjects amounted
to 15 students, consisting of 7 males and 8 females. The research data was collected
through learning outcome tests, observation of teacher and student activities, motivational
questionnaires, and documentation, then analyzed descriptively, quantitatively, and
qualitatively.

At the pre-cycle stage, student learning outcomes are still relatively low. The
average class score only reached 67.2 and only 6 students or 40% met the Minimum
Completeness Criteria (KKM) of 70. Observations show that most students are less
enthusiastic about learning, tend to be passive, and only listen to the teacher's
explanations without being actively involved. This low learning outcome shows that the
learning method used by teachers is not fully able to activate students. According to
Sardiman (2011), activeness is one of the determining factors for learning success, so that
low student participation greatly affects academic achievement.

Cycle I was carried out by applying Discovery Learning steps which included
problem orientation, exploration, discussion, presentation, and drawing conclusions. At
this stage, teachers begin to engage students more actively by asking sparking questions
and inviting them to discuss in small groups. The test results at the end of the first cycle
showed an increase, with the average class increasing to 71 and the number of students
reaching the KKM increasing to 9 people or 60%. Although there is an improvement, these
results have not met the set success indicators, which is at least 80% of students achieve
KKM.

In addition to quantitative data, the results of observations in the first cycle show a
change in student behavior. Some students have begun to dare to ask and answer
questions, even though the involvement is not evenly distributed. Teachers also still face
obstacles in arranging discussion times and ensuring that all students actively participate.
The results of the motivational questionnaire showed that most students were happy with
the new method used, although some still had difficulty following the flow of activities.
This finding is in accordance with the opinion of Hosnan (2016) who states that Discovery
Learning requires habituation so that students can adjust to an active role in discovering
concepts.

Based on the reflection of cycle I, the researcher then made several improvements in
cycle II, including by providing clearer instructions, dividing roles in groups so that all
students are involved, and providing positive reinforcement in the form of appreciation
for student participation. This improvement aims to overcome the obstacles that arose in
the previous cycle.
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The implementation of the second cycle is going better. Students seem more
enthusiastic and actively participate in group and class discussions. The teacher acts as a
facilitator who guides the course of the discussion, while students find more answers to
the questions given. The test results at the end of cycle Il showed a significant
improvement. The average class score reached 84, and the number of students who
reached the KKM increased to 13 people or 87%. Thus, the indicators of research success
were fulfilled because more than 80% of students achieved grades above the KKM.

In addition to improving learning outcomes, students' motivation and activeness
have also experienced positive changes. Based on observations, almost all students
showed involvement in the learning process. They actively asked, answered, and
discussed, and seemed more confident in expressing their opinions. This is in line with
Bruner's (1961) view that learning through discovery can foster students' curiosity and
confidence because they are directly involved in building their knowledge.

The motivation questionnaire data in cycle II also strengthens this finding. Most
students stated that they prefer to learn with the Discovery Learning method because they
feel involved and can learn with friends. They also stated that it is easier to understand
Asmaul Husna's material when they can find it on their own through active learning
activities. According to Sani (2014), students' active involvement in learning makes the
material more meaningful and easy to remember in the long run.

Documentation in the form of photos of activities shows real changes in the
classroom atmosphere. If in the pre-cycle students look passive, then in the second cycle
the classroom atmosphere is more dynamic, with many students discussing, asking
questions, and responding to friends' answers. This supports Vygotsky's (1978) view of
the importance of social interaction in the learning process, where students learn not only
from teachers but also from peers.

Overall, the results of this study show that the implementation of Discovery
Learning has succeeded in improving student learning outcomes and motivation. The
increase in the average score from 67.2 in the pre-cycle to 84 in the second cycle indicates
significant success. The percentage of completeness also increased from 40% to 87%. This
success is not only shown by numbers, but also by changes in student behavior in learning.
This supports the findings of Widodo (2017) who affirmed that Discovery Learning is
effective in improving the learning outcomes of elementary school students. Thus, it can
be concluded that the Discovery Learning model has proven to be effective in improving
Asmaul Husna's learning outcomes in grade IV students of SD Negeri Pasi Aceh. This
success can be seen from the increase in academic achievement as well as the active
participation of students in the learning process. These findings confirm that learning
strategies that emphasize students' active involvement are key to improving the quality of
learning, especially in Islamic Religious Education subjects.

DISCUSSION

The results of this study show that the application of the Discovery Learning model is able
to improve the learning outcomes of fourth grade students of SD Negeri Pasi Aceh in
Asmaul Husna's material. The increase can be seen from the pre-cycle which only reached
an average of 67.2 with 40% of students complete, to an average of 84 in the second cycle
with a completeness of 87%. This increase is not only measured from the cognitive aspect,
but is also reflected in the increase in motivation, activeness, and involvement of students
in the learning process. This reinforces that Discovery Learning is an approach that is
relevant to the learning characteristics of elementary school children.

When associated with learning theory, these findings are in line with the view of
constructivism which emphasizes that knowledge is actively constructed by learners
through hands-on experience. Piaget (1972) explained that elementary school-age
children are at the concrete operational stage, so they can easily understand concepts if
they are involved in exploration activities. In this study, Discovery Learning steps such as
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problem orientation, exploration, and group discussion helped students understand the
meaning of Asmaul Husna more deeply than just through memorization.

In addition, the results of the study also support the social learning theory put
forward by Vygotsky (1978). According to him, social interaction is the key to learning
because it allows students to learn from peers and teachers. Group discussions in
Discovery Learning encourage the occurrence of proximal development zones, where
students are better able to help friends who are still struggling. In this study, group
discussions and presentations were proven to be able to improve students' understanding
as well as their communication skills.

These findings are in line with previous research confirming the effectiveness of
Discovery Learning. Widodo (2017) stated that this method was able to improve the
learning outcomes of elementary school students in science learning, while Suryani (2018)
found that Discovery Learning increased students' motivation and involvement in social
learning. Although this study focuses on the subject of Islamic Religious Education, the
results obtained are consistent with these studies, thus expanding the empirical evidence
that Discovery Learning can be applied across disciplines.

From a practical perspective, the application of Discovery Learning to Asmaul
Husna's learning has positive implications for the role of teachers and students. The
teacher is no longer the only source of information, but rather acts as a facilitator who
directs students to discover the meaning of God's attributes. This change in role is in
accordance with the principles of 21st century learning that emphasizes student-centered
learning (Sani, 2014). For students, an active learning experience encourages the growth
of intrinsic motivation, so they learn not only because of the demands of values, but also
because of curiosity.

However, this study also found challenges in the application of Discovery Learning.
In cycle I, some students are still passive and dependent on more active friends. This
shows that discovery-based learning takes time to get used to students. According to
Kirschner, Sweller, and Clark (2006), learning with minimal guidance often causes
difficulties for beginner students, so there is a need for scaffolding from teachers.
Improvements made in cycle II, such as clearer direction and division of roles, have proven
effective in overcoming these barriers.

The achievement of success indicators in cycle II shows that the combination of
appropriate learning design and teacher involvement in facilitating the discovery process
can result in significant improvements. In other words, Discovery Learning is not only
about giving freedom to students, but also requires careful planning and management
from teachers. This is consistent with the view of Hmelo-Silver, Duncan, and Chinn (2007)
that the success of discovery-based learning is highly dependent on the scaffolding
provided by the teacher.

Furthermore, the results of this study provide a theoretical contribution that
Discovery Learning can be an alternative strategy in PAI learning. So far, PAI is often
considered to focus only on memorization, even though religious values can be more
meaningful if understood through contextual learning experiences. By engaging students
to discover the meaning of Asmaul Husna, learning not only improves cognitive outcomes,
but also fosters a more reflective religious attitude. This finding supports the view of
Ramayulis (2018) that PAI must be taught applicatively so that students can internalize
Islamic values in their daily lives.

The practical implication of this study is the need for PAI teachers in primary
schools to integrate Discovery Learning into learning. With this strategy, teachers can
create an active, collaborative, and fun learning atmosphere. In addition, students also
gain a more meaningful learning experience because they are directly involved in
discovering knowledge. This study also shows that the application of Discovery Learning is
able to improve learning outcomes while building 21st century skills such as critical
thinking, communication, and collaboration.
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Thus, it can be emphasized that the results of this study enrich the empirical
evidence regarding the effectiveness of Discovery Learning in improving student learning
outcomes. This research supports Piaget's theory of constructivism, Vygotsky's theory of
social learning, as well as the results of previous research that confirm the effectiveness of
Discovery Learning in various subjects. Despite the challenges in its implementation, the
final results of this study show that Discovery Learning is a feasible and relevant approach
to be applied in PAI learning, especially in Asmaul Husna's material in elementary schools.

CONCLUSION

Based on the results of the research analysis obtained, it will be concluded that the use of
the Discovery Learning Method can improve student learning outcomes, especially Asmaul
Husna's subject matter. This was proven in the pre-cycle with an average score of 67.2,
then increased in the first cycle with an average score of 71, then increased again in the
second cycle with an average score of 84. Meanwhile, the completeness of student learning
outcomes in the pre-cycle is 40% while in the first cycle it is 60%, then increases again in
the second cycle which is 87%. In addition to the learning method, Discovery Learning can
increase teachers' activities in guiding and drawing conclusions from the subject matter.
While student activities, students can pay attention to the teacher's explanation during the
learning process, students are active in asking questions and answering teachers'
questions.
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