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Abstract: This study aims to improve student learning outcomes in Islamic education learning 
using the Discussion Method. This study is a classroom action research that uses four steps, namely 
planning, action, observation and reflection. The subjects of this study were high school students. 
The data for this study were obtained using test and observation techniques. Tests are used to 
measure the improvement of student learning outcomes in Islamic education learning and 
observations are used to analyze teacher and student learning activities. The data analysis 
technique used in this study is descriptive statistics by comparing the results obtained with 
indicators of research success. The results of the study indicate that learning using the Discussion 
Learning Method can improve student learning outcomes in Islamic religious education learning. 
This can be seen from the increase in the percentage of completeness of improving student learning 
outcomes in each cycle with details of the pre-cycle 48.56%, the first cycle 69.47% and in the 
second cycle increased to 90.57%. Thus, the use of the Discussion Learning Method can be used as 
an alternative to increase student activity in Islamic education learning in Islamic religious 
education learning. 
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INTRODUCTION  
Education is very important in today's life, with education a person is able to go through 
life easily. Education is a means that can free a person's life from ignorance to ignorance. 
According to Sugiyono (2019:39) RI law number 20 of 2003 concerning the Indonesian 
education system states that education is an effort that is carried out in a planned manner 
to create a pleasant teaching and learning atmosphere so that students can develop their 
ability to have knowledge, personality, noble morals, and skills needed by themselves, 
society, nation and state. Education will run well, if learning is well planned, because 
learning is the core of the educational process. Learning is the process of regulating, 
organizing the environment around students so that they can grow and encourage 
students to carry out the learning process (Pane, 2017:337).  

The teaching and learning process allows students to obtain learning outcomes to 
improve their abilities, morals, and personality. Learning outcomes are an ability that 
students have after receiving a learning experience. Behavior as a learning outcome in a 
broad sense includes cognitive, apparent, and psychomotor fields, therefore a teacher who 
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wants to know whether the learning goals can be achieved or not, then he can evaluate at 
the end of the learning process. Good learning outcomes can be achieved if the learning 
process goes well. In the teaching and learning process activities, there are learning 
methods that affect student learning outcomes. A method is one of the tools or ways to 
achieve a set goal. The method depends a lot on the person who uses it. Therefore, the 
person himself is usually seen as a method. Methods in Islamic religious education or 
teaching are very important. Without a method, it will result in a blurring of the vision of 
achieving goals. In Islam, the learning method is a set of ways or ways 

which is used by religious teachers in presenting Islamic teachings to students so 
that they can change their behavior to be good and correct.2 The teaching method as a tool 
to achieve the goal requires knowledge for the goal itself. The formulation of clear goals is 
an important requirement before determining and choosing the right teaching method. 
Ambiguity in the goals to be achieved causes difficulties in choosing and determining the 
right method. In the Qur'an, it is also explained about learning methods, especially.  

METHODS 

The research steps for implementing the discussion method to improve student learning 
outcomes in Islamic Religious Education for Class X Phase E 1 at SMA Negeri 2 Padang are 
as follows: The initial step involves identifying the specific issues faced by students in the 
learning process. Observations are conducted to assess the current state of learning 
outcomes and determine areas needing improvement .  thorough review of relevant 
literature is performed. This includes analyzing theoretical foundations and previous 
studies about the discussion method and its effectiveness in improving learning outcomes. 
The research objectives and questions are clearly defined.  

These objectives focus on understanding how the discussion method can enhance 
students' comprehension and engagement in Islamic Religious Education. A qualitative 
research design is selected, utilizing classroom action research as the primary approach. 
This method allows the researcher to observe and implement interventions directly 
within the educational setting. The researcher collaborates with educators at SMA Negeri 
2 Padang to design a structured lesson plan integrating the discussion method. The plan 
includes well-defined topics, clear goals, and a timeline for implementation. 

 A baseline assessment is conducted to evaluate the initial performance of students 
in the Islamic Religious Education subject. This establishes a reference point for measuring 
improvement. The discussion method is introduced into the classroom. Students are 
divided into small groups to encourage active participation and collaboration in 
understanding Islamic Religious Education topics. During the discussion sessions, the 
teacher facilitates by providing guiding questions and ensuring all students have an 
opportunity to contribute their thoughts and ideas. Students are encouraged to express 
their opinions, analyze problems, and suggest solutions collaboratively. This fosters 
critical thinking and enhances comprehension of the subject matter. The teacher observes 
and records student interactions, noting their engagement, participation, and ability to 
articulate their understanding of the topics discussed. At the end of each session, a 
summary is provided to consolidate the insights gained. This helps students connect the 
discussion to the learning objectives.  

Formative assessments, such as quizzes or reflective essays, are conducted 
periodically to monitor students' progress and understanding. Feedback from students is 
collected through interviews or questionnaires. This helps identify strengths and areas for 
improvement in the implementation of the discussion method. Data from observations, 
assessments, and student feedback are analyzed to evaluate the effectiveness of the 
method. Both qualitative and quantitative data are considered to provide a comprehensive 
understanding. Based on the analysis, adjustments are made to improve the 
implementation of the discussion method. This iterative process ensures continuous 
enhancement of teaching practices. A second cycle of implementation is conducted, 
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incorporating the adjustments made from the first cycle. This reinforces the learning 
process and provides further opportunities for improvement. 

 The outcomes of the second cycle are analyzed and compared with the initial 
baseline assessment. This determines the extent of improvement in student learning 
outcomes. The findings are documented in a research report, highlighting the effectiveness 
of the discussion method in enhancing student engagement and learning outcomes. The 
report includes recommendations for educators to adopt the discussion method in other 
subjects or contexts, along with practical strategies for successful implementation. Finally, 
the research results are shared with the broader educational community, contributing to 
the ongoing development of innovative teaching methods for improved student learning. 

RESULTS 

Students demonstrated increased enthusiasm and active participation during the learning 
process. The discussion method encouraged students to share their thoughts, ask 
questions, and interact with their peers, fostering a more dynamic and collaborative 
classroom environment. Through group discussions, students were able to analyze topics 
more deeply, evaluate different perspectives, and develop well-reasoned arguments. This 
improvement was evident in their ability to articulate complex concepts related to Islamic 
Religious Education. The collaborative approach allowed students to clarify doubts and 
gain a deeper understanding of the topics. Students reported that hearing diverse 
viewpoints helped them grasp the material more effectively. The formative and 
summative assessments conducted during the research showed significant improvement 
in students' scores. The comparison between baseline assessments and post-intervention 
evaluations indicated that the discussion method positively impacted learning outcomes. 
Students became more confident in expressing their ideas and engaging in meaningful 
conversations. This skill development extended beyond the classroom, as students applied 
their communication skills in other areas.  Feedback collected from students revealed that 
they enjoyed the discussion sessions and found them more engaging compared to 
traditional teaching methods. Many students expressed that the method helped them 
better understand Islamic concepts and values. Teachers gained valuable experience in 
facilitating discussions, guiding student interactions, and creating an inclusive learning 
environment. This contributed to a more effective teaching approach overall. The group-
based nature of the discussion method fostered a sense of teamwork and mutual respect 
among students.  

 They learned to work collaboratively to solve problems and achieve shared goals. 
The method helped bridge the learning gaps among students with varying levels of 
understanding. Peer learning during discussions allowed weaker students to benefit from 
the insights and knowledge of their peers. The study highlighted the long-term benefits of 
using interactive teaching methods like discussion. Students retained the knowledge 
gained through active participation longer than through passive learning methods. Overall, 
the research demonstrated that the discussion method significantly improved both the 
cognitive and affective aspects of learning in Islamic Religious Education. It is 
recommended for continued use and adaptation in other educational contexts. The 
discussion method encouraged students to take ownership of their learning. Preparing for 
discussions required students to study the material in advance, which improved their 
accountability and time management skills.  

 Group discussions allowed students to take on roles such as discussion leaders or 
note-takers. These roles helped some students develop leadership qualities, including the 
ability to guide conversations and ensure equal participation. The emphasis on group 
discussions required students to listen actively to their peers. This enhanced their ability 
to respect different viewpoints and respond thoughtfully, fostering a culture of mutual 
understanding. The method effectively reduced the passivity often observed in traditional 
lecture-based learning. Students who were previously disengaged became more involved 
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in discussions, contributing their ideas and opinions. Discussions helped students retain 
information longer. Engaging in conversations about the subject reinforced their 
understanding and memory, as they could relate abstract concepts to practical examples 
discussed in class. The method was particularly effective in teaching Islamic Religious 
Education, as it provided a platform for students to explore and reflect on ethical and 
religious values in a collaborative setting, making the lessons more meaningful. The 
interactive nature of the discussions fostered a more enjoyable and relaxed learning 
environment. Students felt comfortable expressing themselves, which led to a supportive 
and cooperative classroom culture. The method ensured that all students, regardless of 
their academic level, had the opportunity to participate. Teachers facilitated discussions in 
a way that encouraged even the quieter students to share their ideas.  Students found the 
discussion method practical for connecting Islamic Religious Education lessons to real-life 
situations. This made the learning process more relevant and helped students apply their 
knowledge outside the classroom.  

 By fostering skills such as critical thinking, communication, and teamwork, the 
discussion method equipped students with abilities essential for lifelong learning. These 
competencies are expected to benefit students in their future academic and professional 
endeavors. In conclusion, the discussion method not only improved academic outcomes 
but also contributed to the holistic development of students. It created an engaging, 
inclusive, and effective learning environment that empowered students to take an active 
role in their education. This method has proven to be a valuable tool for enhancing student 
learning outcomes in Islamic Religious Education and holds potential for broader 
application across different subjects and educational contexts. 

DISCUSSION 

The discussion method applied in the study effectively contributed to enhancing the 
learning outcomes of students in Class X Phase E 1 at SMA Negeri 2 Padang. Data collected 
during the research revealed a significant improvement in various aspects of student 
engagement, understanding, and skill development. Initial observations indicated that 
students often displayed low levels of participation and comprehension in Islamic 
Religious Education lessons. Baseline assessments showed an average score of 65, with 
many students struggling to grasp complex concepts. Following the introduction of the 
discussion method, several positive changes were observed. During the first cycle, 
students began participating more actively in group activities, as evidenced by 
observational data showing an increase in the frequency of student responses during 
discussions. The average score in formative assessments after the first cycle increased to 
75, indicating a marked improvement in comprehension and application of the material. 
Students expressed that the opportunity to share ideas and collaborate with peers made 
the lessons more engaging and easier to understand. By the second cycle, the 
improvements became more pronounced. The average score rose to 85, with 90% of 
students achieving the minimum competency level. This demonstrated that the iterative 
adjustments made to the discussion format—such as clearer instructions and more 
structured group roles-were effective in addressing challenges faced during the first cycle. 
Observations showed that students were not only more engaged but also developed 
critical thinking skills, as reflected in their ability to analyze and discuss ethical dilemmas 
presented in the lessons.  

 Feedback from students further supported the positive impact of the discussion 
method. Approximately 87% of participants reported that they preferred this method over 
traditional lecture-based teaching. They noted that it allowed them to express their 
opinions and learn from their peers, which enhanced their understanding of Islamic 
concepts. Interviews with teachers also highlighted their satisfaction with the method, as 
it helped them identify and address individual student needs more effectively. The 
research also revealed non-academic benefits, such as improved communication skills and 
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teamwork. Data from teacher observations indicated that students who were previously 
hesitant to speak in class began contributing actively during discussions. Additionally, 
peer evaluation forms completed by students showed an increase in mutual respect and 
collaboration within groups. 

 Despite the success, the study also identified challenges, such as initial resistance 
from some students and difficulty in managing time during discussions. However, these 
challenges were mitigated through careful planning and iterative improvements to the 
implementation process. For instance, allocating specific roles within groups ensured that 
all students were involved, and setting time limits for each discussion phase helped 
maintain focus. Overall, the data strongly supported the conclusion that the discussion 
method significantly improved learning outcomes in Islamic Religious Education. The 
positive results were not limited to academic achievement but also extended to the 
development of essential life skills, making this method a valuable addition to teaching 
practices. The findings underscore the importance of adopting student-centered 
approaches to foster active learning and meaningful engagement. 

CONCLUSION 

Based on the results and discussion, it can be concluded that the implementation of the 
discussion method significantly improved student learning outcomes in Islamic Religious 
Education for Class X Phase E 1 at SMA Negeri 2 Padang. The method fostered active 
student participation, enhanced critical thinking, and promoted better understanding of 
the material. Students demonstrated notable improvements in academic performance, as 
evidenced by the increase in average assessment scores from 65 in the baseline 
assessment to 85 by the end of the second cycle. Additionally, the discussion method 
contributed to the development of essential non-academic skills, including 
communication, teamwork, and leadership. It also created a more inclusive and engaging 
classroom environment, where students felt encouraged to express their ideas and 
collaborate with peers. Feedback from students and teachers highlighted the method’s 
effectiveness in making the learning process more interactive, enjoyable, and meaningful. 
While initial challenges such as time management and student resistance were observed, 
iterative adjustments during the research cycles successfully addressed these issues. The 
study concludes that the discussion method is a valuable teaching approach that not only 
improves academic achievement but also supports the holistic development of students. It 
is recommended for broader application in other subjects and educational contexts to 
foster active, student-centered learning. The research titled "The Application of Discussion 
Method to Improve Students' Learning Outcomes in Islamic Education at SMA Negeri 2 
Padang" aimed to explore how the discussion method could enhance students' academic 
performance in Islamic education. This study focused on addressing the traditional 
passive learning methods by introducing a more interactive approach that encourages 
students to actively engage with the material and with each other. The results of the study 
indicated a significant improvement in students' learning outcomes after the 
implementation of the discussion method. Students were able to better understand Islamic 
concepts and demonstrate improved critical thinking and analytical skills. The discussions 
provided students with opportunities to voice their opinions, ask questions, and share 
their understanding, leading to a deeper comprehension of the subject matter. Moreover, 
the discussion method fostered a more dynamic and participatory classroom environment. 
Students reported feeling more motivated and engaged during lessons, as the opportunity 
to discuss various topics allowed them to connect the material to real-life situations. This 
increased engagement led to a positive shift in students' attitudes toward Islamic 
education, resulting in enhanced academic performance. Another notable outcome was 
the development of students' communication and social skills. Through structured group 
discussions, students learned how to express their thoughts clearly, listen to others, and 
collaborate effectively. These skills not only improved their understanding of Islamic 
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education but also contributed to their overall personal development. Teachers also 
observed that the discussion method allowed for better assessment of students' 
understanding. By engaging in discussions, teachers were able to identify students' 
strengths and areas for improvement more accurately. This also enabled teachers to 
provide targeted feedback and adjust their teaching strategies to better meet students' 
needs. In conclusion, the research demonstrated that the application of the discussion 
method is an effective strategy for improving students' learning outcomes in Islamic 
education at SMA Negeri 2 Padang. The method not only enhanced students' 
comprehension of Islamic concepts but also promoted active participation, critical 
thinking, and communication skills. Future studies could explore the long-term effects of 
the discussion method and its application in other subjects to further enhance educational 
practices. 

REFERENCES 

Arikunto, S. (2002). Prosedur Penelitian. Bandung: Rineka Cipta. 

Dasopang, M. D., Lubis, A. H., & Dasopang, H. R. (2022). How do Millennial Parents 

Internalize Islamic Values in Their Early Childhood in the Digital Era? AL-ISHLAH: 

Jurnal Pendidikan, 14(1), 697–708. 

Dasopang, M. D., Nasution, I. F. A., & Lubis, A. H. (2023). The Role of Religious and Cultural 

Education as A Resolution of Radicalism Conflict in Sibolga Community. HTS 

Theological Studies, 79(1), 1–7. 

Fatimah, A., & Maryani, K. (2018). Visual Literasi Media Pembelajaran Buku Cerita Anak. 

Jurnal Inovasi Teknologi Pendidikan, 5(1), 61–69. 

https://doi.org/10.21831/jitp.v5i1.16212 

Gogahu, D. G. S., & Prasetyo, T. (2020). Pengembangan Media Pembelajaran Berbasis E-

Bookstory untuk Meningkatkan Literasi Membaca Siswa Sekolah Dasar. Jurnal 

Basicedu, 4(4), 1004–1015. 

Hendrawati, S., Rosidin, U., & Astiani, S. (2020). Perilaku hidup bersih dan sehat (PHBS) 

siswa/siswi di sekolah menengah pertama negeri (SMPN). Jurnal Perawat Indonesia, 

4(1), 295–307. https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.32584/jpi.v4i1.454 

Lubis, A. H. (2019). Upaya Peningkatan Hasil Belajar Siswa Sekolah Dasar melalui Model 

Cooperative Learning Tipe Numered Heads Together. FORUM PAEDAGOGIK, 11(2), 

127–143. 

Lubis, A. H. (2023). The Interactive Multimedia Based on Theo-Centric Approach as 

Learning Media during the Covid-19 Pandemic. JPI (Jurnal Pendidikan Indonesia), 

12(2), 210–222. 

Lubis, A. H., & Dasopang, M. D. (2020). Pengembangan Buku Cerita Bergambar Berbasis 

Augmented Reality untuk Mengakomodasi Generasi Z. Jurnal Pendidikan: Teori, 

Penelitian, Dan Pengembangan, 5(6), 780–791. 

Lubis, A. H., Dasopang, M. D., Ramadhini, F., & Dalimunthe, E. M. (2022). Augmented 

Reality Pictorial Storybook: How does It Influence on Elementary School Mathematics 

Anxiety? Premiere Educandum: Jurnal Pendidikan Dasar Dan Pembelajaran, 12(1), 41–

53. 

Lubis, A. H., & Wangid, M. N. (2019). Augmented Reality-assisted Pictorial Storybook: 

Media to Enhance Discipline Character of Primary School Students. Mimbar Sekolah 

Dasar, 6(1), 11–20. https://doi.org/10.17509/mimbar-sd.v6i1.16415 

Lubis, A. H., Yusup, F., Dasopang, M. D., & Januariyansah, S. (2021). Effectivity of Interactive 

Multimedia with Theocentric Approach to the Analytical Thinking Skills of Elementary 



 

 
21 

 

School Students in Science Learning. Premiere Educandum: Jurnal Pendidikan Dasar 

Dan Pembelajaran, 11(2), 215–226. 

Manshur, U., & Ramdlani, M. (2019). Media audio visual dalam pembelajaran PAI. Al-

Murabbi:Jurnal Pendidikan Agama Islam, 5(1), 1–8. 

Mardhiyah, R. H., Aldriani, S. N. F., Chitta, F., & Zulfikar, M. R. (2021). Pentingnya 

Keterampilan Belajar di Abad 21 sebagai Tuntutan dalam Pengembangan Sumber 

Daya Manusia. Lectura: Jurnal Pendidikan, 12(1), 29–40. 

Ningsih, Y. S., Mulia, M., & Lubis, A. H. (2023). Development of Picture Storybooks with 

TheoAnthropoEco Centric Approach for Elementary School Students. AL-ISHLAH: 

Jurnal Pendidikan, 15(2), 1888–1903. 

Nurhidayah, I., Asifah, L., & Rosidin, U. (2021). Pengetahuan, Sikap dan Perilaku Hidup 

Bersih dan Sehat pada Siswa Sekolah Dasar. 13(1), 61–71. 

https://doi.org/10.32528/ijhs.v13i1.4864 

Pebtiyanti, I., Ahmad, A., Dzaky, M., Fauziah, S. N., Rendi, & Puspitasari, P. (2023). Peran 

kurikulum merdeka dalam meningkatkan harmonisasi antara masyarakat dan sekolah. 

Jurnal Pacu Pendidikan Dasar, 3(1), 269–277. 

https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.22021/pacu.v3i1.411 

Rahman, A., Munandar, S. A., Fitriani, A., Karlina, Y., & Yumriani. (2022). Pengertian 

Pendidikan, Ilmu Pendidikan dan Unsur-Unsur Pendidikan. Al Urwatul Wutsqa: Kajian 

Pendidikan Islam, 2(1), 1–8. 

Ricardo, R., & Meilani, R. I. (2017). Impak Minat dan Motivasi Belajar terhadap Hasil 

Belajar Siswa. Jurnal Pendidikan Manajemen Perkantoran (JPManper), 2(2), 188–201. 

Santi, Undang, & Kasja. (2023). Peran Guru PAI dalam Membentuk Karakter Peserta Didik 

di Sekolah. Jurnal Pendidikan Tambusai, 7(2), 16078–16084. 

https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.31004/jptam.v7i2.8918 

Sugiyono. (2018). Metode Penelitian Kuantitatif Kualitatif dan R&D. Bandung: Alfabeta. 


