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Abstract: In Islamic Religious Education learning, many methods are found that are still 
conventional and monotonous, where the explanation of the material focuses more on the teacher. 
This often makes it difficult for students to understand lessons and reduces their level of activity, so 
that the learning atmosphere becomes less conducive. This research was conducted at SDN 
Leungah to identify the impact of using a contextual approach in PAI learning. The contextual 
approach aims to create a more meaningful, relevant and applicable learning experience. By 
connecting the learning material with students' real experiences and the problems they face every 
day, this approach is expected to motivate students to be more active in learning and understand 
Islamic teachings in more depth. This has the potential to shape students' character to have more 
noble character, in accordance with Islamic values. This research uses a descriptive qualitative 
approach, with data collection through direct interviews, observation and documentation. 
Interviews were conducted with teachers and students, while observations were carried out in 
class to see directly the implementation of the contextual approach in the learning process. The 
research results show that the application of a contextual approach in PAI learning has a significant 
impact on students' understanding. Students not only memorize religious concepts, but can also 
understand the meaning and practical application of Islamic teachings in everyday life. In addition, 
this approach succeeded in creating a more dynamic and enjoyable learning atmosphere, with 
increased student active participation in the learning process. Overall, the contextual approach has 
proven to be effective in improving the quality of PAI learning at SDN Leungah. 
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INTRODUCTION  

Education is an effort to prepare human resources that have expertise and skills according 
to the demands of national development. In accordance with Law Number 20 of 2003 
(Mahbubi, 2013), Chapter I Article 1 paragraph (1) about the National education system, 
education is a conscious and planned effort to create a learning atmosphere and learning 
process so that students actively develop their potential to have religious spiritual 
strength, self-control, personality, intelligence, noble character, as well as the skills needed 
by themselves, the community, the nation and the country (Mahbubi, Sahrur, & Mahfudi, 
2024). Nowadays, the learning process of Islamic Religious Education (PAI) in schools is 
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still limited to the delivery of "knowledge about Islam" and pays less attention to the 
internalization of Islamic values in students (Mahbubi & Hasanah, 2024).  

This is reflected in the dominance of the lecture method used by teachers in the PAI 
learning process (Sartiwi, 2023). So that the challenge faced in religious education, 
especially Islamic religious education as a subject, is how to implement Islamic religious 
education not only to teach knowledge about religion but how to direct students to have 
the qualities of faith, piety and noble morals (Mahbubi, 2013). So what is urgent right now 
is how the effort made by Islamic religious education teachers to develop learning 
methods that can expand students' understanding of the teachings of their religion, 
encourage them to practice it and at the same time can shape their morals and personality 
(Mahbubi & Makkiyah, 2024). Islamic Religious Education has an important role in 
shaping the character and morals of students in order to become responsible individuals, 
with noble morals, and oriented towards Islamic values in everyday life. However, in 
practice, there is often a gap between the theoretical understanding of religion learned in 
school and practical application in everyday life (Warsah et al., 2020). This can cause 
students to have difficulty in understanding the relevance of religious teachings to the real 
situation they face. The classical learning system that is text-based and uses conventional 
learning methods is considered less relevant to the progress of the current education 
system. Textual learning strategies are the most practiced by teachers in delivering 
material (Mahbubi & Purnama, 2024). 

Learning that is oriented towards material mastery is considered to fail to produce 
active, creative, creative and innovative students (Abdullah & Wafa, 2022), Because 
learning that only emphasizes material mastery, students only gain knowledge from that 
material without knowing the essence of the content of the material. Therefore, there 
needs to be a more meaningful change in learning so that it can equip students to face the 
life problems they face now or in the future (Mahbubi & Karomah, 2024). One of the ways 
to overcome the above problems is by trying to apply the contextual learning approach. 
The awareness of the need for a contextual approach in learning is based on the fact that 
most students are unable to connect what they learn with how it is used in real life. This is 
because the understanding of academic concepts that they acquire is only something 
abstract, it has not yet touched the practical needs of their lives, both in the work 
environment and in society (Tohet et al., 2024).  

The contextual learning approach is one of the approaches that is considered 
effective in overcoming the gap. Contextual learning tries to present learning material by 
relating it directly to the students' life situations, so that they can understand and apply 
religious teachings in their daily lives in a more relevant and meaningful way, creating an 
active and pleasant learning atmosphere so that it can foster the students' learning spirit 
and motivation to learn. In classroom learning, students' learning motivation tends to be 
low (Mahbubi & Aini, 2024). This is due to the fact that in learning, the teacher has not yet 
developed an interesting learning strategy or method that encourages the interest and 
motivation of students to be active in the learning. In improving student learning 
performance, learning motivation is very important (Mahbubi & Istiqomah, 2024). 
Learning motivation is one of the important aspects that affect the success of the learning 
process. In the context of PAI, learning motivation is not only related to cognitive aspects, 
but also includes affective and spiritual dimensions 

(Mahbubi, Sahrur, & Rahman, 2024). Therefore, an effective approach in increasing 
students' learning motivation needs to consider the context and unique characteristics of 
PAI subjects. So it is very important for an educator to choose a learning approach that 
suits the needs of the students, thus learning will run smoothly and in accordance with the 
purpose of learning. Learning motivation is influenced by various factors, including the 
learning approach applied by the teacher. One of the learning approaches that is currently 
being the focus of attention is the contextual learning approach. This approach emphasizes 
on providing a real context in the learning process to improve student understanding and 
its connection with everyday life (Rahman & Mahbubi, 2024). 



 

 
285 

 

The other purpose of contextual learning is to equip students with more realistic 
knowledge and abilities because the core of this learning is to bring theoretical matters 
closer to practicality. So that in the implementation of learning, this method is tried to be 
able to absorb lessons that are applied in real situations (Nasikhah & Badrus, 2020). 
Learning will be more meaningful if the child 'experiences' what he learns, not just 'knows' 
it. Learning that is oriented towards the target of material mastery is indeed proven to 
help children in 'remembering' but only in a short period of time, unable to equip children 
to solve problems in real life. Encouraging students to apply their knowledge both in the 
lives of families, schools, communities and citizens, with the aim of finding the meaning of 
the material for their lives (Mahbubi, 2024). Based on the description above, it can be 
concluded that the implementation of learning with a contextual approach to Islamic 
religious education subjects is very important, because it will greatly help students speed 
up their understanding in knowing, appreciating and practicing the teachings of Islam as 
well as increase their learning motivation. 

METHODS 

This type of research uses a descriptive qualitative type of research by presenting all the 
relevant data obtained in the research results as well as objectively describing contextual 
learning in students at SDN Leungah Kec. Seulimeum Kab. Aceh Besar. Qualitative research 
was chosen to obtain a more detailed, objective, and in-depth picture of the students' 
experiences in applying Islamic teachings in daily life as well as the implementation of the 
contextual approach in PAI learning. Which qualitative research approach is a method that 
focuses on in-depth observation. Therefore, the use of qualitative methods in this research 
can produce a more comprehensive study of the phenomenon (Djaali, 2021). The data 
collection technique uses the method of interviewing the relevant parties, namely one of 
the teachers who teach the PAI subject, as well as using observation and documentation 
methods by going directly to the field and directly seeing how the learning process is 
carried out by teachers and students (Mahbubi, Gunawan, Rosid, et al., 2024). This 
technique was chosen based on the consideration that the documentation technique is 
considered to be the most suitable for the nature of the research object in the form of the 
application of a contextual model done by the teacher in students' PAI learning in the 
classroom (Iskandar, 2023). The research subject focuses on students at SDN Leungah Kec. 
Seulimeum Kab. Aceh Besar 

 After the various data have been collected, then attempt to describe or re-evaluate 
the collected data regarding the application of the contextual approach and how to 
motivate it in PAI learning at SDN Leungah. Data obtained from interviews and 
observations will be analyzed thematically, by identifying general patterns and themes 
that emerge from the students' experiences. This analysis will help in understanding the 
students' perspective and understanding of the application of religious teachings in their 
daily lives, as well as the obstacles and challenges they may face. In addition, the results of 
this research are expected to provide valuable input for Islamic teachers in planning and 
implementing learning that is more relevant to the lives of students. By understanding the 
context of students' lives, teachers can devise more effective and interesting learning 
strategies for them, so that students can feel the real benefits of Islamic religious 
education. In addition to practical benefits, this research is also expected to provide 
theoretical contributions in the field of Islamic religious education.  

The results of this research can be an important contribution to the development of 
contextual learning theory and a deeper understanding of the relationship between 
religious theory and the context of students' lives. Finally, this research is expected to 
provide a more complete picture of the importance of a contextual learning approach in 
Islamic religious education and how it can help students better understand, internalize, 
and apply religious teachings in their daily lives. With a stronger understanding of religion 
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and relevant applications, it is hoped that students can become better individuals and be 
able to make a positive contribution to society and the nation as a whole. 

RESULTS 

In Leungahada State Elementary School, it is a formal institution and Islamic education 
board that focuses on building the character of students with the aim of forming their 
morals. Through programs such as familiarization, rules, and various activities carried out 
at SDN, with the hope of fostering good morals in students. This SDN is located in the 
middle of the community with a strategic location in the interior of Leungah Village, 
Seulimeum District, Aceh Besar Regency. The cool rural atmosphere supports a more 
comfortable and conducive learning process. This SDN wants to realize that achievement 
through its noble vision, which is: "To be a superior SDN that prints a generation with 
noble character, intelligence, and character based on Islamic values." The following is a 
researcher's analysis of education in shaping the morals of female students in SDN (Halim 
et al., 2023). Contextual-based learning is based on the results of John Dewey's research 
which concluded that students will learn well if what they learn is related to what they 
already know and to activities or events that will happen around them (Nasikhah & 
Badrus, 2020). This learning emphasizes high thinking power, knowledge transfer, 
collecting and analyzing data, solving certain problems both individually and in groups. 

The contextual learning approach is a method in which the teaching and learning 
process is connected to the daily activities of students in the family, school, community, 
and country (Barus et al., 2023). Contextual learning is an approach in which the teacher 
relates the learning material to the students' daily lives, so that the students are motivated 
to apply the knowledge they get in their daily lives (Abdullah & Wafa, 2022). Essentially, 
the contextual process is a process that involves understanding, adaptation, organizing, 
integration, reflection, as well as the re-creation of concepts that are dynamic and open to 
the public (Amin, 2020). Contextual-based learning is teaching that relates learning to the 
real life that students face and encourages them to relate the knowledge they have 
acquired by applying it to their daily life activities as family members, citizens, and 
professionals at work. This method helps students understand the relationship between 
abstract concepts and their application in practical situations. With this approach, 
students can master the concepts through the process of discovery, reinforcement, and 
deep understanding, enabling them to apply them in everyday life (Mahbubi & Aini, 2024). 

Contextual learning approach in PAI learning. PAI learning aims to form student 
character in accordance with Islamic values, both in cognitive, affective, and psychomotor 
aspects. One of the approaches used to achieve this goal is the contextual approach or 
Contextual Teaching and Learning (CTL). This approach connects the subject matter with 
the students' daily lives, so that learning becomes more meaningful and relevant (Johnson, 
2002). The author has conducted a direct interview with one of the teachers who teach 
PAI Learning, in his interview he explained that the contextual approach is one of the 
methods he chooses to overcome challenges in learning. This approach aims to connect 
the subject matter with the students' real life, so that they can understand the concepts in 
a deeper and more relevant way (Mahbubi, Haydar, et al., 2023). 

At SDN Leungah, a contextual approach is applied with several main strategies. As 
stated by the teacher in the PAI Learning section, the teacher begins by presenting 
problems that are relevant to the students' lives (Sanjaya, 2013). For example, in the 
lesson about zakat, the teacher gave an example of a poor family in the surrounding area 
who needed help. Students are invited to discuss and find solutions based on Islamic 
teachings, such as the obligation of zakat and charity. Thus, students not only understand 
the concept of zakat theoretically, but also realize the importance of applying zakat in real 
life (Mahbubi, Yaqin, et al., 2023). In addition, teachers provide direct experience to 
students. For example, in learning about prayer, students are invited to practice how to 
pray correctly in the school mosque. This direct experience helps students to understand 
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and appreciate the importance of worship in Islam. This activity not only improves 
students' psychomotor skills, but also strengthens their affective aspects. Teachers also 
apply project-based learning. Students were given the task of making a work related to PAI 
material, such as making a video about the story of the prophet or a poster about Islamic 
values. This project allows students to develop their creativity and critical thinking skills. 
In addition, students can work collaboratively, which is also an important value in Islam 
(Mahbubi & Husein, 2023). 

After the learning process, the teacher asks students to reflect. This reflection aims 
for students to be able to evaluate their understanding and how they can apply Islamic 
values in their daily lives. Through reflection, students can internalize the lessons they 
have learned and commit to putting them into practice. Evaluation in a contextual 
approach is done through authentic methods. Teachers not only evaluate students based 
on written tests, but also through performance evaluations, such as project presentations 
and student involvement in discussions. This authentic assessment ensures that students 
not only understand theory, but are also able to apply it in real situations (Mahbubi, Aziz, 
et al., 2022). The teacher notes that with the contextual approach, students become more 
enthusiastic in learning. They understand and remember the material more easily because 
it is directly related to their experience. In addition, this approach also encourages 
students to think critically and creatively in solving problems, as well as increase 
cooperation between them. Although the contextual approach provides many benefits, this 
teacher also admits that there are challenges. One of the main challenges is the limited 
time to prepare teaching materials that are relevant to the students' local context. In 
addition, some students initially had difficulty understanding the material presented 
through situations they had not yet experienced. However, with the help of additional 
guidance and adjustment of teaching methods, this challenge can slowly be overcome 
(Mahbubi, Multazam, et al., 2022). 

At the end of the interview, the teacher conveyed that the contextual approach is a 
very effective method in improving the quality of learning at SDN Leungah. He 
recommends that other teachers also try to apply this approach in their learning. He also 
suggested that schools provide adequate training and resources to support the wider 
application of this method. With the right support, the contextual approach can be a very 
useful tool in developing a deep and relevant understanding for students (Mahbubi et al., 
2021). It can be concluded that the application of the contextual approach at SDN Leungah 
provides positive results. Students become more active in the learning process and are 
able to connect their studies with their lives. They not only learn about Islam theoretically, 
but also practice Islamic values in daily life. The contextual approach in learning Islamic 
Religious Education (PAI) at SDN Leungah provides various significant benefits in 
improving the quality of religious education for students. By relating the subject matter to 
the context of real life, this approach helps students understand and internalize Islamic 
teachings more deeply (Dewantara et al., 2024). 

One of the main benefits of the contextual approach is the improvement of students' 
understanding of Islamic teachings. By connecting the subject matter with real situations 
experienced by students, learning becomes more relevant and meaningful, so that 
students can see the practical application of religious teachings in everyday life (Mahbubi 
& Istiqomah, 2024). By using a contextual approach, according to Muhammad Jauhar, 
there will be benefits for educators and students, among others: Benefits for students, 
namely being able to: Relate subjects to work or life, relate subject content to everyday 
experiences, transfer skills, give impressions and obtain evidence, master abstract 
problems through concrete experiences, and learn together. Benefits for educators, 
namely being able to: Make teaching a meaningful experience, relate subject principles to 
the world of work, and make a link between the academic and vocational or industry 
parties. In addition, this approach encourages the development of critical and creative 
thinking skills. Students are invited to analyze and solve problems related to Islamic 
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values in the context of their lives, which in turn increases their ability to make decisions 
that are in accordance with religious principles (Mahbubi & Aini, 2024). 

The contextual approach also increases the active participation of students in the 
learning process. Through methods such as group discussions, simulations, and case 
studies, students become more involved and motivated to learn, because they see the 
direct relevance between the material learned and their life experiences (Barus et al., 
2023). At SDN Leungah, the application of a contextual approach in PAI learning has 
shown positive results. Students not only understand religious concepts theoretically, but 
are also able to apply them in everyday behavior, such as improving discipline in worship 
and behaving in accordance with Islamic morals. Overall, the contextual approach in PAI 
learning at SDN Leungah plays an important role in shaping the character of students 
based on Islamic values, as well as preparing them to face the challenges of life by 
adhering to strong religious principles. Some of the above benefits are the answer to the 
question "why is the contextual approach an alternative". Whether we realize it or not, our 
classes have been unproductive. Every day the class is filled with lectures, while students 
are "forced" to accept the material and memorize it. However, with the application of a 
contextual approach in learning, the class becomes productive, and students are 
empowered (Abdullah & Wafa, 2022). 

DISCUSSION 

The central aim of Islamic education is not merely the transmission of religious knowledge 
but also the cultivation of a deep-seated faith, ethical conduct, and a lifelong commitment 
to Islamic principles. Achieving this multifaceted goal necessitates pedagogical approaches 
that resonate with students' lived experiences, fostering intrinsic motivation and a 
meaningful connection to the subject matter. Traditional methods of Islamic education, 
often characterized by rote memorization and teacher-centered instruction, may 
sometimes fail to adequately engage students and cultivate a genuine enthusiasm for 
learning Islamic teachings. In response to these challenges, educational research has 
increasingly emphasized the importance of contextual learning approaches. Contextual 
learning posits that students learn best when they can connect new information with their 
prior knowledge and experiences, applying what they learn in meaningful and relevant 
contexts. By bridging the gap between abstract concepts and real-world applications, 
contextual learning aims to enhance student engagement, motivation, and ultimately, 
learning outcomes. The application of a contextual approach within the realm of Islamic 
education holds significant promise for transforming the learning experience. By framing 
Islamic teachings within familiar contexts, drawing upon students' daily lives, and 
encouraging them to explore the relevance of Islamic principles to their own experiences, 
educators can foster a deeper sense of connection and purpose in learning. This approach 
can move Islamic education beyond the realm of theoretical knowledge and into the realm 
of practical application and personal relevance. 

Student learning motivation, an intrinsic drive to engage in the learning process, is a 
critical factor influencing academic achievement and long-term learning. When students 
are motivated, they are more likely to be actively involved in classroom activities, persist 
in the face of challenges, and develop a genuine interest in the subject matter. Conversely, 
a lack of motivation can lead to disengagement, poor performance, and a negative 
perception of learning. The contextual approach has been shown to positively influence 
student learning motivation across various subject areas. By making learning relevant and 
meaningful, it taps into students' intrinsic curiosity and desire to understand the world 
around them. When students see the direct application of what they are learning to their 
own lives and experiences, their motivation to engage with the material is naturally 
enhanced. Negeri Leungah Elementary School, as a primary educational institution, plays a 
crucial role in laying the foundation for students' understanding and appreciation of 
Islamic teachings. Exploring and implementing pedagogical approaches that can 
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effectively enhance student learning motivation in Islamic education learning points 
within this school is therefore of significant importance for fostering a positive and 
enduring relationship with their faith. 

This discussion aims to explore the potential benefits and practical applications of a 
contextual approach to enhance student learning motivation in Islamic education learning 
points at Negeri Leungah Elementary School. It will delve into how Islamic teachings can 
be effectively contextualized to resonate with the students' experiences, thereby fostering 
a greater sense of relevance, engagement, and intrinsic motivation in their learning 
journey. By examining the principles of contextual learning and considering their specific 
application within the framework of Islamic education, this discussion will explore 
strategies for connecting Islamic concepts to students' daily lives, utilizing real-world 
examples, and encouraging active application of Islamic principles in familiar contexts. 
The goal is to identify pedagogical practices that can move Islamic education beyond rote 
memorization and cultivate a genuine enthusiasm for learning and living according to 
Islamic values among the students at Negeri Leungah Elementary School. 

The implementation of a contextual approach in Islamic education at Negeri 
Leungah Elementary School could involve various strategies, such as using storytelling 
that draws upon local cultural contexts and relatable scenarios to illustrate Islamic 
principles, connecting Islamic teachings to current events and social issues relevant to the 
students' lives, and encouraging students to explore the practical application of Islamic 
ethics and values in their daily interactions and decision-making. Furthermore, a 
contextual approach can foster a more student-centered learning environment where 
students are encouraged to ask questions, share their own experiences, and actively 
construct their understanding of Islamic concepts. This active engagement and the 
opportunity to connect learning to their personal realities can significantly enhance their 
motivation and make the learning process more meaningful and impactful. 

By making Islamic education learning points relevant and applicable to the students' 
lives at Negeri Leungah Elementary School, educators can cultivate a deeper sense of 
purpose and intrinsic motivation in their learning journey. This approach has the potential 
to move Islamic education beyond the mere acquisition of knowledge towards the 
development of a living faith that informs students' actions and shapes their character in 
meaningful ways. The exploration of a contextual approach in this setting acknowledges 
the unique cultural and social context of the students at Negeri Leungah Elementary 
School. Tailoring the learning experiences to their specific backgrounds and experiences 
can enhance the relevance and impact of Islamic education, fostering a stronger 
connection to their faith and a greater motivation to learn and live according to its 
principles. 

Ultimately, the application of a contextual approach to student learning motivation 
in Islamic education learning points at Negeri Leungah Elementary School holds the 
promise of creating a more engaging, relevant, and meaningful learning experience for 
students. By connecting Islamic teachings to their lives and encouraging active application, 
educators can foster a deeper sense of purpose, enhance intrinsic motivation, and cultivate 
a lifelong commitment to Islamic values. This discussion serves as a preliminary 
exploration of the potential benefits and practical considerations for implementing a 
contextual approach in Islamic education at Negeri Leungah Elementary School, paving the 
way for further research and the development of effective pedagogical strategies that can 
enhance student learning motivation and foster a deeper understanding and appreciation 
of Islamic teachings. 

The theoretical underpinnings of a contextual approach in Islamic education 
resonate with core Islamic principles that emphasize the relevance of faith in daily life and 
the importance of understanding religious teachings within the context of human 
experience. The Quran itself often utilizes storytelling, parables, and references to 
historical events to convey its messages, effectively contextualizing divine guidance within 
relatable narratives. This inherent contextualization within Islamic scripture provides a 
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strong foundation for adopting a similar approach in Islamic education. Moreover, the 
emphasis on practical application ('amaliyah) in Islam further supports the integration of 
contextual learning. Islamic teachings are not meant to be abstract theories but rather 
guiding principles for everyday conduct and decision-making. A contextual approach can 
bridge the gap between theoretical knowledge and practical application by encouraging 
students to explore how Islamic values and ethics apply to real-life situations they 
encounter in their families, communities, and broader society. 

At Negeri Leungah Elementary School, the specific socio-cultural context of the 
students should be a key consideration in implementing a contextual approach. 
Understanding the local customs, traditions, and daily experiences of the students can 
inform the selection of relevant examples, scenarios, and activities used to contextualize 
Islamic teachings. This culturally sensitive approach can enhance student engagement and 
make the learning process more meaningful and relatable. For instance, when teaching 
about honesty (sidq), educators could use stories or examples drawn from the students' 
own community or local folklore that illustrate the importance and consequences of 
honesty in everyday interactions. Similarly, when discussing the concept of helping others 
(ta'awun), teachers could encourage students to reflect on instances of cooperation and 
mutual support within their school or neighborhood. 

The implementation of a contextual approach can also foster critical thinking skills 
among students. By presenting Islamic teachings within real-world scenarios and 
encouraging students to analyze and apply these principles in different contexts, 
educators can move beyond rote memorization and promote a deeper understanding of 
the underlying values and rationale behind Islamic guidelines. This can empower students 
to think critically about their faith and its relevance in a constantly evolving world. 
Furthermore, a contextual approach can enhance the relevance of Islamic education in the 
eyes of the students. When they see that Islamic teachings are not confined to textbooks or 
religious ceremonies but have direct implications for their daily lives and the challenges 
they face, their motivation to learn and understand these teachings is likely to increase. 
This sense of relevance can transform Islamic education from a perceived obligation into a 
meaningful and personally enriching pursuit. 

The role of the teacher is crucial in the successful implementation of a contextual 
approach. Teachers need to be facilitators who can guide students in making connections 
between Islamic teachings and their own experiences. This requires pedagogical skills in 
creating engaging activities, posing thought-provoking questions, and fostering a 
classroom environment where students feel comfortable sharing their perspectives and 
exploring the relevance of Islamic principles in their lives. Assessment methods in a 
contextualized Islamic education should also reflect this approach. Instead of solely 
relying on tests of factual recall, assessments could include tasks that require students to 
apply Islamic principles to real-world scenarios, analyze case studies, or reflect on their 
own experiences in light of Islamic teachings. This form of assessment can provide a more 
authentic measure of students' understanding and their ability to integrate Islamic values 
into their lives. 

The potential benefits of a contextual approach for enhancing student learning 
motivation in Islamic education at Negeri Leungah Elementary School are significant. By 
making learning relevant, engaging, and applicable to their daily lives, this approach can 
foster a deeper connection to their faith, enhance intrinsic motivation, and cultivate a 
lifelong commitment to Islamic values and principles. This exploration underscores the 
importance of moving beyond traditional, teacher-centered methods in Islamic education 
and embracing pedagogical approaches that actively involve students in the learning 
process and connect Islamic teachings to their lived realities. A contextual approach offers 
a promising framework for achieving these goals and fostering a generation of young 
Muslims who are not only knowledgeable about their faith but also deeply motivated to 
understand, apply, and live according to its principles. 
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Implementing a contextual approach in Islamic education at Negeri Leungah 
Elementary School necessitates a shift in pedagogical practices, moving away from a 
purely didactic model towards more interactive and student-centered methods. Teachers 
can incorporate activities such as role-playing scenarios that simulate real-life situations 
requiring the application of Islamic ethics, group discussions where students share their 
experiences and perspectives on Islamic principles, and project-based learning where 
students explore the relevance of Islamic teachings to contemporary issues within their 
community. For instance, when teaching about Zakat (obligatory charity), teachers could 
organize a classroom simulation where students explore different scenarios of wealth 
distribution and discuss the Islamic principles guiding the process. When discussing the 
importance of respecting elders (birr al-walidayn), students could be encouraged to 
interview their grandparents or older community members about their life experiences 
and reflect on how Islamic teachings emphasize their value and the importance of filial 
piety. 

The use of storytelling, a time-honored method of conveying moral and ethical 
lessons in Islamic tradition, can be particularly effective within a contextual framework. 
Teachers can share stories from the Quran and Hadith that illustrate Islamic principles in 
relatable contexts, encouraging students to draw parallels between the narratives and 
their own lives. Furthermore, students can be encouraged to create their own stories or 
scenarios that demonstrate their understanding and application of Islamic values in 
everyday situations. Integrating local cultural elements, where appropriate and in 
alignment with Islamic teachings, can further enhance the relevance and engagement of 
Islamic education. Drawing upon familiar cultural practices and traditions to illustrate 
Islamic principles can make the learning process more meaningful and accessible for 
students at Negeri Leungah Elementary School. However, it is crucial to ensure that any 
cultural integration is consistent with core Islamic beliefs and values. 

The assessment of student learning within a contextual approach should move 
beyond rote memorization and focus on evaluating students' ability to apply Islamic 
principles and concepts in meaningful contexts. This can include tasks such as analyzing 
case studies, developing solutions to ethical dilemmas based on Islamic teachings, and 
reflecting on their own behavior and decision-making in light of Islamic values. Portfolios 
of student work that demonstrate their application of Islamic learning in different contexts 
can also be a valuable assessment tool. The implementation of a contextual approach 
requires ongoing professional development and support for teachers. Training programs 
can equip teachers with the pedagogical skills and resources needed to design and 
facilitate contextualized learning experiences in Islamic education. Collaboration among 
teachers to share best practices and develop relevant learning materials can also be highly 
beneficial. 

The leadership at Negeri Leungah Elementary School plays a vital role in fostering a 
supportive environment for the implementation of a contextual approach. This includes 
providing teachers with the necessary resources, time for collaboration and planning, and 
recognition for their efforts in adopting innovative pedagogical practices. A school-wide 
commitment to contextual learning can create a more engaging and meaningful learning 
experience for all students. The potential impact of a contextual approach on student 
learning motivation in Islamic education extends beyond academic achievement. By 
fostering a deeper connection to their faith and an understanding of its relevance in their 
daily lives, this approach can contribute to the development of students' moral and ethical 
character, shaping them into responsible and engaged members of their community who 
are motivated to live according to Islamic values. In conclusion, the application of a 
contextual approach to student learning motivation in Islamic education learning points at 
Negeri Leungah Elementary School holds significant promise for creating a more engaging, 
relevant, and meaningful learning experience for students. By connecting Islamic 
teachings to their lived realities, fostering active application, and promoting critical 
thinking, this approach can enhance intrinsic motivation and cultivate a lifelong 
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commitment to Islamic values and principles. The successful implementation of this 
approach requires a shift in pedagogical practices, ongoing teacher support, and a school-
wide commitment to student-centered learning. 

The successful adoption of a contextual approach in Islamic education at Negeri 
Leungah Elementary School also necessitates a careful consideration of the resources 
available and the potential need for curriculum adaptation. Existing textbooks and 
learning materials may need to be supplemented with resources that facilitate 
contextualization, such as case studies, real-world examples, and multimedia materials 
that connect Islamic teachings to contemporary issues and the students' local 
environment. Teachers may need access to professional development opportunities that 
focus specifically on designing and implementing contextualized Islamic education 
lessons. This training should equip them with strategies for identifying relevant contexts, 
developing engaging activities, and facilitating student-centered discussions that 
encourage the application of Islamic principles in diverse situations. Collaborative 
planning time among teachers can also be invaluable for sharing ideas and developing 
contextualized learning resources. 

Furthermore, the school administration can play a crucial role in supporting the 
implementation of a contextual approach by providing the necessary time, resources, and 
encouragement to teachers. This may involve allocating time for lesson planning and 
curriculum development, providing access to relevant digital tools and materials, and 
fostering a school culture that values innovative and student-centered teaching 
methodologies. The assessment of the effectiveness of a contextual approach on student 
learning motivation and outcomes in Islamic education at Negeri Leungah Elementary 
School should be an ongoing process. Regular data collection through student surveys, 
classroom observations, and analysis of student work can provide valuable insights into 
the impact of the implemented strategies and inform necessary adjustments. 

The potential for a contextual approach to foster a stronger sense of Islamic identity 
among students is also a significant consideration. By connecting Islamic teachings to their 
daily lives and encouraging them to see the relevance of their faith in navigating the 
complexities of the modern world, this approach can help students develop a deeper and 
more meaningful connection to their religious identity. Moreover, a contextual approach 
can promote interdisciplinary connections, linking Islamic teachings to other subjects such 
as social studies, science, and language arts. For example, when learning about 
environmental stewardship in science, teachers can draw upon Islamic principles that 
emphasize the responsibility of humans as custodians of the Earth. These interdisciplinary 
connections can further enhance the relevance and meaningfulness of Islamic education. 

The implementation of a contextual approach should also be sensitive to the diverse 
backgrounds and experiences of the students within Negeri Leungah Elementary School. 
Recognizing and valuing the unique perspectives and prior knowledge that students bring 
to the classroom can enrich the learning process and make Islamic education more 
inclusive and relevant for all. In conclusion, the successful and sustainable implementation 
of a contextual approach to enhance student learning motivation in Islamic education at 
Negeri Leungah Elementary School requires a multifaceted effort involving curriculum 
adaptation, teacher professional development, administrative support, ongoing 
assessment, and a commitment to valuing the diverse experiences of students. By 
thoughtfully integrating these elements, educators can create a transformative learning 
environment that fosters a deeper understanding, greater motivation, and a more 
meaningful connection to Islamic teachings for their students. The ultimate aim is to 
cultivate not just knowledgeable but also deeply engaged and intrinsically motivated 
young Muslims who are equipped to live their faith in a relevant and meaningful way 
within their specific context. 
 The long-term vision for implementing a contextual approach in Islamic education 
at Negeri Leungah Elementary School should extend beyond immediate gains in learning 
motivation and academic outcomes. The ultimate goal is to cultivate a generation of young 
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Muslims who possess a deep-seated understanding of their faith, a strong sense of Islamic 
identity, and the ability to apply Islamic principles thoughtfully and ethically in all aspects 
of their lives. A contextual approach, by making Islamic teachings relevant and applicable, 
can contribute significantly to this long-term vision. Furthermore, the insights gained from 
implementing a contextual approach at Negeri Leungah Elementary School can potentially 
serve as a model for other Islamic educational institutions facing similar challenges in 
engaging students and fostering a deeper connection to their faith. Sharing best practices, 
developing contextualized learning resources, and documenting the impact of this 
approach can contribute to the broader advancement of Islamic education pedagogy. 

The ongoing evaluation of the contextual approach should also consider its impact 
on students' social and emotional development. By encouraging empathy, ethical decision-
making, and a sense of responsibility towards their community, contextualized Islamic 
education can contribute to the holistic development of well-rounded individuals who are 
motivated to contribute positively to society in accordance with Islamic values. The 
sustainability of a contextual approach requires a continuous commitment from all 
stakeholders, including school administrators, teachers, students, parents, and the wider 
community. Fostering a collaborative culture where the relevance of Islamic teachings in 
daily life is consistently emphasized and explored can ensure the long-term success and 
impact of this pedagogical shift. In conclusion, the adoption of a contextual approach to 
enhance student learning motivation in Islamic education at Negeri Leungah Elementary 
School represents a significant step towards creating a more engaging, relevant, and 
meaningful learning experience for students. By connecting Islamic teachings to their lived 
realities, fostering active application, and promoting critical thinking, this approach has 
the potential to cultivate a deeper understanding, stronger motivation, and a lifelong 
commitment to Islamic values, ultimately shaping students into informed, engaged, and 
ethically grounded individuals. The journey towards a fully contextualized Islamic 
education requires ongoing effort, collaboration, and a shared vision for the future of 
Islamic learning.  

CONCLUSION 

The conclusion from the application of the contextual approach in PAI learning at SDN 
Leungah is that this method is very effective in increasing students' learning motivation. 
By relating the teaching material to the context of real life, students are able to see the 
direct relevance between what they learn and their everyday experiences. This makes 
learning more meaningful and interesting, so students are more motivated to actively 
participate in the learning process. The contextual approach provides opportunities for 
students to engage in discussions, group work, and practical activities that make them 
better understand and internalize religious values. This helps students not only in 
understanding Islamic teachings theoretically but also in practicing them in their daily 
lives. In addition, this approach encourages students to think critically and creatively, 
which further strengthens their involvement in the learning process. With increased 
learning motivation, students at SDN Leungah show improvement in academic 
performance and a positive attitude towards PAI learning. They become more disciplined 
in performing worship and show behavior that is in accordance with Islamic teachings. 
Therefore, the application of the contextual approach in PAI learning at SDN Leungah has 
succeeded in creating a conducive learning environment, where students feel motivated 
and enthusiastic to learn and practice religious values in their lives.  
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