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Abstract: This study aims to improve student learning outcomes in Islamic religious education 
learning by using the discussion method. This study is a classroom action research that uses four 
steps, namely planning, action, observation and reflection. The subjects of this study were 
elementary school students. The data for this study were obtained by test and observation 
techniques. Tests are used to measure learning outcomes and observations are used to analyze 
teacher and student learning activities. The data analysis technique used in this study is descriptive 
statistics by comparing the results obtained with indicators of research success. The results of the 
study indicate that the discussion method can improve student learning outcomes in Islamic 
religious education learning. This can be seen from the increase in the percentage of student 
learning completion in each cycle with details of the pre-cycle 52.71%, the first cycle 73.39% and in 
the second cycle it increased to 87.66%. Thus, the use of the discussion method can be used as an 
alternative to improve student learning outcomes in Islamic religious education learning. 
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INTRODUCTION  
Education is a human effort to be able to develop one's potential through the learning 
process. In accordance with the Law on Teachers and Lecturers Number 20 of 2003 
concerning the National Education System Article 3 which states that "Education aims to 
develop the potential of students to become human beings who believe in and fear God 
Almighty, have noble character, are healthy, knowledgeable, capable, creative, 
independent and become democratic and responsible citizens. Education is an important 
thing that is needed for every human being to gain knowledge, insight and increase dignity 
in life. Human beings have the right to get a proper education according to their 
development. This education is obtained through the process of primary, secondary to 
tertiary education. The knowledge gained through education will be useful for the future 
life when everyone is able to utilize and optimize the education they have obtained so far, 
not just a mere formality.  

But more than that, education will greatly determine the life of the nation and state 
which is actually nurtured from the basic level. Education deserves to be provided 
optimally, especially for elementary school students. The knowledge provided in 
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elementary school is the basic knowledge of students who are useful for continuing to a 
higher level. Islamic Religious Education (PAI) is one of the important subjects that aims to 
shape students into individuals who have faith, piety, and noble morals. However, the 
reality in the field shows that the learning outcomes of PAI in grade V students of SDN 1 
Sijunjung are not optimal. This can be seen from the low average score of students in 
several previous learning evaluations, as well as the lack of student participation in 
learning activities.  

The discussion method is an interaction between students and students or students 
and teachers to analyze, solve problems, dig up information, or debate certain topics or 
problems. The discussion method as one of the active learning methods is believed to 
improve student learning outcomes. This method allows students to interact, discuss, 
exchange opinions, and solve problems together. By involving students directly, the 
discussion method can help improve students' understanding of the material being 
studied, improve critical thinking skills, and increase self-confidence. Based on the results 
of initial observations at SD Negeri 1 Sijunjung, it shows that PAI learning tends to be 
carried out conventionally, where teachers lack the right approach and methods so that 
students are less active and less enthusiastic in participating in learning in the classroom 
so that students' interest in learning is not maximized.  

Teachers are more dominant in using the lecture method so that there is no 
interaction between educators and students. In addition, teachers are also less skilled in 
using learning media that support learning activities, so that as a result, many students 
have unsatisfactory or low scores. Referring to this problem, it is necessary for 
researchers to research the success of the implementation of the discussion method, 
through this discussion method, it is hoped that the teaching and learning process will be 
more enjoyable and more meaningful for students. The application of the discussion 
method can provide a creative and meaningful learning experience for students in 
achieving learning completeness.  

Students' abilities become developed so that it will affect the improvement of 
learning outcomes in the academic and spiritual fields of students. Therefore, this study 
aims to improve the learning outcomes of PAI students in grade V of SDN 1 Sijunjung 
through the application of discussion methods. It is hoped that this method will not only 
be able to improve student learning outcomes but also create a more fun, interactive, and 
meaningful learning atmosphere. Based on the information and conditions of the students 
above, the researcher felt interested in conducting a research with the title "Improving PAI 
Learning Outcomes by Using the Discussion Method in Class V of SD Negeri 1 Sijunjung". 

Based on the background that has been described above, the identification of the 
existing problems is as follows; 1) The use of conventional learning methods, 2) The lack 
of interesting learning methods, 3) The lack of use of learning media, 4) The low interest in 
learning students to follow the learning process. Based on the identification of the 
problems described above, the researcher will provide problem limitations on the 
application of the discussion method in PAI learning to improve learning outcomes in 
Class V of SD Negeri 1 Sijunjung. Based on the above background, the formulation of the 
problem is: "Can applying the discussion method improve PAI learning outcomes in grade 
V of SD Negeri 1 Sijunjung?". The purpose of this study is to determine the impact of the 
use of discussion methods on student learning outcomes in PAI learning in Class V of SD 
Negeri 1 Sijunjung. The benefits of this research are that students will find it easier to 
understand the material delivered by teachers, as well as arouse students' interest in 
learning, then for teachers, teachers are more motivated to continue learning and equip 
themselves with various aspects related to educational aspects, and for educational 
institutions or schools, can improve the quality of education.  
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METHODS 

The relevant research approach with the title "Improving PAI Learning Outcomes Using 
the Class V Discussion Method of SD Negeri 1 Sijunjung" is the Classroom Action Research 
Approach (PTK). This approach is very appropriate because it aims to improve the quality 
of learning through actions implemented in the classroom context, as well as focusing on 
improving and improving the learning process directly. This type of research is classroom 
action research. This classroom action research (PTK) is carried out to improve the 
learning process. Therefore, this classroom action research focuses on actions in the 
learning process in the classroom. In the implementation of this study, the researcher 
collaborated with classroom teachers. The researcher is the implementer of the research 
activity, while the classroom teacher functions as an observer.  

According to Kemmis and McTaggart (1988), PTK is a cyclical process of planning: 
formulating problems, determining goals, and developing action plans. As previously 
explained, this class action research was carried out at SD Negeri 1 Sijunjung for the 
subject of Islamic Religious Education class V (Five). The research was carried out for two 
months, namely from December 2024 to January 2024 for 4 cycles. A detailed explanation 
of the time of implementation of research activities can be seen in the appendices. The 
subject of the research in this study is SD Negeri 1 Sijunjung and the author took the object 
in class V (Five) which amounted to 21 students consisting of 12 male students and 9 
female students. Adapu Research Procedure The relevant research approach with the title 
"Improving PAI Learning Outcomes Using the Class V Discussion Method of SD Negeri 1 
Sijunjung" is the Classroom Action Research Approach (PTK).  

This approach is very appropriate because it aims to improve the quality of learning 
through actions implemented in the classroom context, as well as focusing on improving 
and improving the learning process directly. This type of research is classroom action 
research. This classroom action research (PTK) is carried out to improve the learning 
process. Therefore, this classroom action research focuses on actions in the learning 
process in the classroom. In the implementation of this study, the researcher collaborated 
with classroom teachers. The researcher is the implementer of the research activity, while 
the classroom teacher functions as an observer.  According to Kemmis and McTaggart 
(1988), PTK is a cyclical process that includes four main stages: planning, implementation 
of actions, observation, and reflection. As previously explained, this class action research 
was carried out at SD Negeri 1 Sijunjung for the subject of Islamic Religious Education 
class V (Five). The research was carried out for two months, namely from December 2024 
to January 2024 for 4 cycles. A detailed explanation of the time of implementation of 
research activities can be seen in the appendices. The subject of the research in this study 
is SD Negeri 1 Sijunjung and the author took the object in class V (Five) which amounted 
to 21 students consisting of 12 male students and 9 female students. 

Kemmis and McTaggart say that action research is a spiral cycle consisting of 
planning, executing actions, observations, and reflections, which may then be followed by 
the next spiral cycle. Broadly speaking, the classroom action research procedure includes 
four levels: Planning, Action, observation and reflection. This Classroom Action Research 
was selected using the spiral model of Kemmis and taggart quoted by Suharsimi Arikunto 
in his book: "Classroom Action Research" which consists of several cycles of actions in 
learning based on their reflection on the results of actions in the previous cycle. Each cycle 
consists of four important elements, namely planning, implementation, observation and 
reflection. Kemmis and McTaggart say that action research is a spiral cycle consisting of 
planning, executing actions, observations, and reflections, which may then be followed by 
the next spiral cycle.  

Broadly speaking, the classroom action research procedure includes four levels: 
Planning, Action, observation and reflection. This Classroom Action Research was selected 
using the spiral model of Kemmis and taggart quoted by Suharsimi Arikunto in his book: 
"Classroom Action Research" which consists of several cycles of actions in learning based 
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on their reflection on the results of actions in the previous cycle. Each cycle consists of 
four important elements, namely planning, implementation, observation and reflection.  

The steps of PTK are as follows: 1) Initial Reflection, is an exploration activity that is 
used to collect information about situations relevant to the research theme. The 
researcher and his team made preliminary observations to recognize and find out the 
actual situation. Based on the results of the initial reflection, the focus of the problem can 
be carried out which is then formulated into a research problem. Based on the formulation 
of the problem, the research objectives can be determined. When carrying out the initial 
reflection, at least the prospective researcher has studied the theories relevant to the 
problems to be studied. Therefore, after the formulation of the problem is completed, it is 
necessary to formulate a conceptual framework of the research, then 2) The preparation 
of the plan is based on the results of the initial reflection survey.  

In detail, planning includes actions that will be taken to improve, improve or change 
the desired behavior and attitude as a solution to the problems. It should be realized that 
this planning is flexible in the sense that it can change according to existing real 
conditions, 3) The implementation of actions concerns what the researcher does as an 
effort to improve, improve or change that is carried out guided by the action plan. The type 
of action carried out in PTK should always be based on theoretical and empirical 
considerations so that the results obtained are in the form of improved performance and 
optimal program results, 4) Observation activities in PTK can be paralleled with data 
collection activities in formal research. In this activity, the researcher observed the results 
or impact of the actions carried out or imposed on students. The term observation is used 
because of the data collected through observation techniques, 5) Basically, reflection 
activities are activities of analyzing, synthesizing, interpreting all information obtained 
during action activities.  

In this activity, the researcher studied, saw, and considered the results or impacts of 
actions. Each information collected needs to be studied in relation to each other and its 
relation to existing and relevant theories or research results. Through deep reflection, a 
steady and sharp conclusion can be drawn. Reflection is a very important part of PTK, 
namely to understand the process and results that occur, namely in the form of changes as 
a result of the actions taken. In essence, the steps of the Kemmis and Taggart model PTK 
are in the form of cycles with each cycle consisting of four components, namely planning, 
implementation (action), observation (observation), and reflection which are seen as a 
cycle. The number of cycles in PTK depends on the problems that need to be solved. In 
general, it occurs more than one cycle. PTK developed and implemented by teachers in 
schools today is generally based on the Kemmis and McTaggart PTK model. 

The data collection technique carried out in this study is observation, observation 
is a data collection technique by observing or directly observing the PAIBP learning 
process. This observation is focused on the activities of teachers and students that appear 
during the learning process.  Evaluation sheets or tests contain questions at the end of 
each action with the aim of finding out the extent of students' understanding of the 
learning material that has been learned. The evaluation is carried out individually. A 
research instrument is a tool or device used by researchers to collect data in a study. This 
instrument functions to measure the variables that want to be studied systematically and 
objectively. Research instruments can be physical tools (such as questionnaires or test 
kits) or procedures (such as interviews or observations) that assist researchers in 
obtaining the necessary information. 

The instruments used in this study are: observation guidelines in the form of 
observation sheets of student activities and interactions in group activities, and formative 
tests are a type of test given during the learning process to measure the extent of students' 
understanding and development of the material that has been taught. The test aims to 
provide feedback to students and teachers regarding the level of students' understanding 
of the material being studied, as well as to determine if there are any parts of the material 
that need to be further explained or improved. To determine the effectiveness of a method 
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in learning activities, it is necessary to conduct data analysis. In this study, the author uses 
a qualitative descriptive data analysis technique, which is a research method that 
describes reality or facts in accordance with the data obtained with the aim of obtaining 
student responses to learning activities and student activities during the learning process. 
The data obtained from observation sheets and evaluation sheets or formative tests are 
then analyzed to find out about student learning outcomes and student opinions regarding 
the discussion methods carried out, to study whether the research that has been carried 
out can improve student learning outcomes in PAI subjects. 

RESULTS 

In this chapter, the results of research on the learning process of Islamic Religious 
Education in grade V will be discussed using the discussion method. In carrying out the 
research, the researcher was assisted by a colleague, namely a teacher of class 5 B, namely 
Mrs. Rafika Yuliana, S.Pd. Each research cycle has four stages, namely planning, 
implementation, observation and reflection. The results of each cycle are used as a 
reflection to improve the results in the next cycle. Before conducting the research, the 
researcher collected the pre-cycle values collected from the results of the pretest 
conducted before the research. From the results of the pre-cycle, the average percentage 
of student ability activities was 70%, indicating that the average score of student ability 
had not reached the success indicator. This result concludes that the learning outcomes of 
PAI in grade V of SDN 1 Sijunjung are still low. As contained in the table below. Islamic 
Religious Education learning in the VB class of SD N 1 Sijunjung for the first cycle will be 
carried out on Monday, December 23, 2024. The implementation of the 1st cycle of rooting 
learning activities was carried out in the VB class of SDN 1 Sijunjung on Monday, 
December 23, 2024 with the number of students present as many as 20 people and the 
material discussed was about interpreting QS Ali-Imran: 64 and QS Al-Baqarah: 256 with 
the Problem Based Learning learning model and using the discussion method.  

In the class action research, the researcher uses the stages of the cycle, namely cycle 
I, cycle II, cycle III and cycle IV. The implementation is as follows: Cycle I, in this activity 
the researcher carried out the learning of Q.S Ali-Imran: 64 and Q.S Al-Baqarah: 256 using 
the discussion method. Researchers and collaborators observed and observed the learning 
process in the studied classroom, namely grade V students of SD Negeri 1 Sijunjung and 
held discussions with the collaborators about the findings. Has the expected competence 
been achieved? Are students actively involved in learning. Have the learning outcomes 
reached completeness? The implementation of the activities is as follows: Starting with a 
plan aimed at improving the learning outcomes of Islamic Religious Education (PAI) by 
using the discussion method for grade V students of SD Negeri 1 Sijunjung. The steps are; 
prepare PAI materials that are relevant to the topic to be discussed, divide students into 
small groups, develop guidelines and indicators for the success of the discussion, and then 
develop evaluation instruments to assess the results of the discussion and students' 
understanding.  

After that, the implementation includes Introduction (15 minutes): The teacher 
explains the learning objectives, provides an overview of the topic to be discussed, and 
divides students into discussion groups. Core Activity (70 minutes): Group discussions 
with teacher guidance, which lead students to express opinions and discuss actively. 
Closing Activity (20 minutes): Each group presented the results of their discussion, 
followed by feedback from the teacher. Assessment: Verbal evaluation and observation of 
student participation during discussion. The collaborators observed the learning process 
about the application of the discussion method, on the material of Surah Ali-Imran: 64 and 
Surah Al-Baqarah: 256. What needs to be observed is: Observing every student activity in 
learning, namely student activities in the implementation of learning by applying the 
discussion method, Observing and recording students who are active in the learning 
implementation process by applying the discussion method, Checking the results of 
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practice questions after students are given individual tasks. then Reflection, analyzing the 
results of observations to make provisional conclusions about the implementation of 
learning in cycle I, discussing the results of analysis for improvement actions in the 
implementation of research activities in cycle II.  

Cycle II of the implementation of activities is as follows; Based on the reflection of 
cycle 1, planning for cycle 2 includes: Adding learning media (pictures or videos) to clarify 
the material, using question-and-answer techniques to increase students' confidence, 
organizing groups more evenly to make them more effective. Implementation, 
introduction (15 minutes): The teacher explains the learning objectives, provides an 
overview of the topics to be discussed, and divides students into discussion groups. Core 
Activity (70 minutes): Group discussions with teacher guidance, which lead students to 
express opinions and discuss actively. Closing Activity (20 minutes): Each group presented 
the results of their discussion, followed by feedback from the teacher. Assessment, verbal 
evaluation and observation of student participation during discussion. The collaborators 
observed the learning process about the application of the discussion method, on the 
material of Surah Ali-Imran: 64 and Surah Al-Baqarah: 256. What needs to be observed is 
that every student activity in learning is the activity of students in the implementation of 
learning by applying the problem-based learning model with the card sort method, then 
students are active in the learning implementation process by applying the discussion 
method, and checking the results of practice questions after students are given individual 
tasks. and the reflection stage, which is analyzing the results of observations to make 
provisional conclusions about the implementation of learning in cycle II. and discuss the 
results of the analysis and evaluation of cycle II.  

It is hoped that after this cycle, the application of the learning process about the 
application of the discussion method, on the material of Surah Ali-Imran: 64 and Surah Al-
Baqarah: 256 class V students will be more effective, so that it can improve the learning 
outcomes of students. Cycle III The planning is based on the reflection of cycle 2, planning 
for cycle 3 focuses on improving cooperation between students in groups, using more 
structured discussion techniques to ensure all students participate, improving the quality 
of questions asked during discussions. Then the implementation stage includes 
Introduction (15 minutes): The teacher explains the learning objectives, provides an 
overview of the topics to be discussed, and divides students into discussion groups. Core 
Activity (70 minutes): Group discussions with teacher guidance, which lead students to 
express opinions and discuss actively. Closing Activity (20 minutes): Each group presented 
the results of their discussion, followed by feedback from the teacher. Assessment: Verbal 
evaluation and observation of student participation during discussion. The observation 
stage is that the collaborator observes the learning process about the application of the 
discussion method, on the material of Surah Ali-Imran: 64 and Surah Al-Baqarah: 256.  

What needs to be observed is: every student activity in learning is the activity of 
students in the implementation of learning by applying the problem-based learning model 
with the card sort method, students are active in the process of implementing learning by 
applying the discussion method, and checking the results of practice questions after 
students are given individual tasks. Then reflection analyzes the observation results to 
make provisional conclusions about the implementation of learning in cycle III and 
discusses the results of analysis and evaluation of cycle III. It is hoped that after this cycle, 
the application of the learning process about the application of the discussion method, on 
the material of Surah Ali-Imran: 64 and Surah Al-Baqarah: 256 class V students will be 
more effective, so that it can improve the learning outcomes of students. Cycle IV analyzes 
the observation results to make provisional conclusions about the implementation of 
learning in cycle IV and discusses the results of analysis and evaluation of cycle IV. It is 
hoped that after this cycle, the application of the learning process about the application of 
the discussion method, on the material of the meaning of the last day of class V students 
will be more effective, so that it can improve the learning outcomes of students. 
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Observers make observations on student activities based on observation sheets and 
researchers collect observation data for analysis. In cycle 1, the data taken are student 
activities in the learning process and student scores as a result of the test. From the results 
of observations and test results carried out, it shows that the activeness of students, 
student cooperation and the level of understanding of students related to the material 
presented are still low, so it is necessary to improve the application of the discussion 
method for the next learning. From the results of the above reflection, a solution to the 
problem of the PAI learning process regarding QS Ali-Imran: 64 and QS Al-Baqarah: 256 
with a problem based learning model with a discussion method. The results of this 
reflection can be a reference to determine the success or failure of the action. If it is not 
successful, it will be continued in cycle II. Islamic Religious Education Learning in Grade V 
B SD Negeri 1 Sijunjung with material determining the law of tajweed nun sukun or 
tanwin in Surat Ali-Imran: 64 and Surat Al-Baqarah: 256 for cycle 2 will be held on 
Thursday, January 2, 2025. Basically, the observation stage in cycle 2 is the same as the 
observation that has been carried out previously. The researcher recorded all the findings 
with the changes that occurred in the students. From the results of observations and tests 
carried out, it was shown that the activeness of students increased, as well as student 
learning outcomes increased. Increasing student learning activities and increasing student 
test results in cycle I and cycle II. Islamic Religious Education learning in class V B SDN 1 
Sijunjung with the main message material Surat Ali-Imran: 64 and Surat Al-Baqarah: 256 
for cycle 3 will be held on Wednesday, January 8, 2025. Basically, the observation stage in 
cycle 3 is the same as the observation that has been carried out previously. 

The researcher recorded all the findings with the changes that occurred in the 
students. From the results of observations and tests carried out, it was shown that the 
activeness of students increased, as well as student learning outcomes increased. Increase 
in student learning activities and increase in student test results in cycle II and cycle III. 
From the data, it can be seen that the increase in the learning outcomes of Class V students 
of SD N 1 Sijunjung has increased from cycle II to cycle III, it can be seen from the level of 
student completeness has increased by 6.4% and students who do not complete have also 
decreased by 6.4%. Islamic Religious Education Learning in class V B SDN 1 Sijunjung with 
the meaning of the last day material for cycle 4 will be held on Wednesday, January 15, 
2025. Basically, the observation stage in cycle 4 is the same as the observation that has 
been carried out previously. The researcher recorded all the findings with the changes that 
occurred in the students. From the results of observations and tests carried out, it was 
shown that the activeness of students increased, as well as student learning outcomes 
increased. Increase in student learning activities and increase in student test results in 
cycle III and cycle IV. Based on the data, it can be seen that there is an increase in student 
learning outcomes, in cycle 3 the student completion rate was 15 people with a percentage 
of 71.4% while in cycle IV it increased to the student completion rate to 17 people with a 
percentage of 81%, thus there was an increase in student learning outcomes from cycle III 
to cycle IV. 

DISCUSSION 

The use of the discussion method is carried out in learning in each cycle, namely: Cycle I, 
Cycle II, Cycle III and Cycle IV. In learning Islamic Religious Education on QS Ali-Imran : 64 
and QS Al-Baqarah : 256 and also the Meaning of the Last Day material with the Discussion 
method leads students to better learning results because students can collaborate with 
other students and also with the discussion method can increase the activeness of 
students in learning, with the learning discussion method becomes fun and not boring,  So 
that they can respond well to the learning material and can meet the learning objectives. 

Based on the results of the research from the pre-cycle, cycle I to cycle IV, there is 
an increase in the value of learning outcomes in Islamic Religious Education learning in QS 
Ali-Imran Material: 64 and QS Al-Baqarah: 256 and also the Meaning of the Last Day 
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material for grade V students of SD Negeri 1 Sijunjung. The initial condition before the 
improvement of the learning outcome percentage reached 30%, in the first cycle the 
learning outcome percentage increased to 45%, in the second cycle the learning outcome 
percentage increased again to 65%, in the third cycle the learning outcome percentage 
increased to 71.4% and in the fourth cycle the learning outcome percentage increased 
again to 81%. So based on this data, it can be said that the learning process has obtained a 
very good average score, even through the results of this study it also shows that the 
application of the Discussion method also has a positive impact on improving learning 
outcomes. Based on pre-cycle data of 6 students who completed the study with a 
percentage of 30%, Cycle I with the number of students who completed learning 9 
students (45%) while in Cycle II with the number of students who completed learning 13 
students (65%) , and in Cycle III with the number of students who completed learning 15 
students (71.4%), while in Cycle IV with the number of students who completed as many 
as 17 students with a percentage of 81%. Thus, it can be concluded that the use of 
discussion methods can improve student learning outcomes 

CONCLUSION 

Based on the results of the class action research "Improving PAI Learning Outcomes by 
Using the Discussion Method in Class V of SD Negeri 1 Sijunjung" "the following 
conclusions can be drawn; 1) The application of the discussion method is able to improve 
student learning outcomes because students can collaborate with their group members, 
make students think critically, dare to appear and be confident, train students' activeness 
in learning, so that they can respond to learning materials according to the expected 
learning objectives, 2) Before applying the discussion method or in the pre-cycle, the 
average score of students only reaches 30%. However, after the application of the 
discussion method in learning Islamic Religious Education, the learning outcomes of 
students in class VB SD Negeri 1 Sijunjung have increased, cycle I with a percentage of 
45% on and improved again in cycle II students increased by a percentage of 65% and 
improved again in dikus III with an increase of 71.4% and improved again in cycle IV with 
a result of 81%,  3) Through the application of the discussion method, in cycles I, II, III and 
IV it can be found that in the pre-cycle only 6 people (30%) completed, then increased 
again in the first cycle to 9 people (45%) and in the second cycle it increased again with 
the number of students who completed learning as many as 13 students (65%), and in the 
third cycle it increased again with the number of students who completed learning as 
many as 15 students (71.4%),  then in cycle IV it increased again with the number of 
students who completed learning as many as 17 students (81%). 
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