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Abstract: This study aims to improve student learning motivation in Islamic religious education 
learning by using the discussion method. This study is a classroom action research that uses four 
steps, namely planning, action, observation and reflection. The subjects of this study were high 
school students. The data for this study were obtained by test and observation techniques. Tests are 
used to measure learning outcomes and observations are used to analyze teacher and student 
learning activities. The data analysis technique used in this study is descriptive statistics by 
comparing the results obtained with indicators of research success. The results of the study 
indicate that the discussion method can improve student learning motivation in Islamic religious 
education learning. This can be seen from the increase in the percentage of student learning 
completion in each cycle with details of the pre-cycle 41.71%, the first cycle 63.39% and in the 
second cycle it increased to 83.66%. Thus, the use of the discussion method can be used as an 
alternative to improve student learning motivation in Islamic religious education learning. 
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INTRODUCTION  
Getting to know the Qur'an from an early age is the main and first step in a child's life 
before any other learning. Every Muslim family instills Qur'an values in the household 
which is a common commitment so that they must have a special time to teach the Qur'an, 
whether it is done by their own parents or in institutions of recitation in the surrounding 
environment. The ability to read the Qur'an is commonly known as reciting, which is the 
ability to understand the content of the Qur'an. Reading the holy verses of the Qur'an is 
closely related to the worship of a Muslim, for example, prayer, and other prayer activities. 
In prayer, for example, it is not valid to worship if it uses a language other than the 
language of the Quran.  

Therefore, teaching children to read the Qur'an from an early age is something that 
must be done so that generations of Quranians can grow above their nature. We should try 
to study and read the Qur'an properly and correctly, not only understanding, studying, and 
practicing the contents of the Qur'an in our daily lives. It is indeed important, but it would 
be even more perfect if you could read the Qur'an properly and correctly. From the results 
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of observations, it turns out that there are still many students who are not slow to 
understand the lessons, especially in the case of reading the Qur'an, for example, many 
students are only able to read, but do not know how to read well and correctly. 
Inappropriate teaching methods will greatly affect students' ability to read the Qur'an. 

Islamic Religious Education (PAI) has an important role in shaping students' 
character and personality, especially in the modern era which is full of moral and social 
challenges. One approach that can increase the effectiveness of PAI learning is to apply a 
discussion method that actively involves students in the learning process. The discussion 
method provides a space for students to participate directly, exchange ideas, and express 
their opinions on religious issues relevant to daily life. This approach is expected to be 
able to foster a greater sense of responsibility and desire to learn in students.  

SMA IT Insan Cendekia Payakumbuh is one of the educational institutions that 
emphasizes strengthening religious values in learning. However, the challenge of 
increasing students' motivation to learn is still a major concern. One solution that can be 
applied is to utilize the discussion method in PAI learning. The application of the 
discussion method is believed to increase student learning motivation because of its 
interactive and participatory nature. By discussing, students not only listen to the material 
passively, but are also invited to think critically and express opinions based on their 
understanding of the material being taught. Student learning motivation is an important 
factor that affects the success of the learning process. Motivated students tend to have a 
greater interest in learning, so they are more active in participating in the teaching and 
learning process and achieving optimal results.  

In the context of PAI learning, the discussion method not only functions as a 
medium to convey material, but also as a means to instill religious values and build a 
deeper understanding of Islamic teachings. Discussions allow students to relate theory to 
the realities of everyday life. The discussion method also encourages positive social 
interaction among students. Through group discussions, students learn to respect 
differences of opinion, work together, and find common solutions to the problems they 
face. This is very relevant in building a strong Islamic character. At SMA IT Insan Cendekia 
Payakumbuh, the application of the discussion method in PAI learning is one of the 
potential approaches to increase student involvement. This method provides an 
opportunity for students to explore religious concepts in depth and broaden their 
horizons. However, the application of the discussion method requires good planning and 
management from the teacher.  

Teachers must be able to design relevant discussion topics, facilitate the course of 
the discussion, and provide appropriate directions so that the discussion remains focused 
on the learning objectives. With the right approach, the discussion method not only 
increases students' motivation to learn, but also strengthens their understanding of 
Islamic values. Therefore, research on the application of the discussion method in PAI 
learning at SMA IT Insan Cendekia Payakumbuh is important to explore more deeply the 
effectiveness of this method in improving the quality of religious education.   

METHODS 

The method used in this study is Classroom Action Research (PTK). Suharsimi Arikunto, 
2009.2, stated that in classroom action research there are three terms that form this 
meaning, namely, 1) Research refers to an object by using certain methodological methods 
or rules to obtain data or information that is useful in improving the quality of a thing or 
problem; 2) Action, refers to an effort/activity that is deliberately carried out to achieve a 
certain goal; 3) Classroom, is a place that is not limited to a certain space, but contains 
understanding of a number of students in a group who participate in learning activities 
designed by the teacher. Furthermore, Suharjono explained, that classroom action 
research is research conducted with the intention of improving the quality of learning 
practices in the classroom. Even MeNiff, 1992 in Supardi, 2009.102, in his book "Action 
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Research Pricipoles and Practice" explains that PTK is a form of reflective research carried 
out by educators themselves on the curriculum, school development, improving learning 
achievement, developing teaching skills, and so on. The test method is a series of questions 
or exercises as well as other tools used to measure the skills, knowledge, intelligence, 
abilities or talents possessed by an individual or group. The test is also used as another 
standardized measuring tool. The documentation method to strengthen the research 
results, the researcher also uses documentation sheets in the form of photos from 
classroom action research activities 

RESULTS 

Based on the description in the presentation of the data above, it can be concluded as 
follows; 1) Learning activities by applying the Problem Based Learning learning model can 
improve the learning outcomes of Phase D students of SMP Satu Atap Simamonen on the 
material "Performing prostration of thanksgiving, sahwi and recitation", this can be seen 
in the first cycle the average score obtained is 76 with 70% learning completeness and in 
the second cycle the average score is 85 with 90% learning completeness. 2) Student 
activities are declared active in learning activities by applying the Problem Based Learning 
learning model can improve the learning outcomes of Phase D of SMP Satu Atap 
Simamonen, this can be seen in the first cycle of student activities 70% and in the second 
cycle 85%. 

So based on this percentage, classically, learning through the Problem Based 
Learning learning model is said to be successful because students who score 76 and above 
are 9 people or about 90%, while students who get a score below 76 are 1 person or 1%. 
In accordance with the success indicators that have been set, the use of the Problem Based 
Learning learning model is said to be successful, if the average class reaches a minimum 
standard of 76 as a KKTP score with the provision that most (85%) students are able to 
obtain a score of 76 and above in the post test so that the results obtained in the second 
cycle are said to be successful. In the observation stage, observations are made using 
observation sheets that have been prepared, fellow teachers who are in charge of 
observing both the teacher's activities and students' responses during learning. Student 
response data was collected using student response observation sheets. This is done so 
that students' responses to the use of the Problem Based Learning learning model are 
known. The aspects that were assessed to find out the student response according to the 
observation sheet were (1) Activeness, (2) Cooperation, (3) Completeness, and (4) 
Timeliness in participating in PAI learning. 

This study uses a qualitative approach with the type of classroom action research 
(PTK). This approach was chosen because it aims to improve the learning process through 
direct intervention in the form of the application of discussion methods in Islamic 
Religious Education (PAI) learning. Classroom action research is carried out in several 
cycles that involve planning, implementation, observation, and reflection. With this 
approach, it is hoped that a deep understanding of the effectiveness of discussion methods 
in increasing student learning motivation can be obtained. The subject of the study was 
class X students at SMA IT Insan Cendekia Payakumbuh who were selected by purposive 
sampling. The location of the research was carried out in the classroom of the school. The 
selection of this location is based on the need to overcome the problem of student learning 
motivation in PAI learning which has previously been identified through initial 
observation and interviews with teachers.  

Data was collected using several instruments, namely observation sheets, 
interviews, and questionnaires. Observation sheets are used to record student activities 
during the discussion process, including their participation and involvement. Interviews 
were conducted with teachers and students to get their views on the application of the 
discussion method. Meanwhile, the questionnaire was used to measure the level of student 
learning motivation before and after the application of the discussion method. The data 
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obtained was analyzed descriptively with reference to qualitative data analysis 
techniques. The steps include data reduction, data presentation, and conclusion drawn. In 
addition, the quantitative data obtained from the motivation questionnaire was simply 
analyzed using percentages to show changes in the level of students' learning motivation. 
The results of this analysis are used to evaluate the success of the implementation of the 
discussion method and provide recommendations for improvement in the next cycle.   

DISCUSSION 

The discussion method is one of the strategies implemented at SMA IT Insan Cendekia 
Payakumbuh to increase students' motivation to learn in Islamic Religious Education (PAI) 
subjects. With this method, students are given the opportunity to actively participate in 
learning, which allows them to exchange opinions and expand their understanding of the 
material. Discussions encourage more lively interactions between students, which in turn 
creates a more dynamic and engaging learning atmosphere. The application of discussion 
methods also helps strengthen the understanding of religious concepts. Through 
discussions, students can delve into PAI material by discussing relevant topics, as well as 
solving problems related to religious values. This activity provides space for students to 
ask questions, give responses, and clarify things they do not understand.  

As a result, students can understand religious concepts more deeply and 
applicatively in daily life. In addition, discussions also play a role in increasing student 
confidence. By being given the opportunity to express their opinions in front of their 
peers, students gradually learn to be more confident in communicating. This confidence is 
not only beneficial in learning PAI, but can also be applied in various aspects of their lives, 
including in public speaking or arguing constructively. The discussion method also 
facilitates the development of critical thinking skills. Students are invited to analyze 
information, formulate arguments, and provide solutions to problems discussed in the 
discussion. This critical thinking ability is very important in understanding PAI material, 
especially in discussing contemporary issues related to religious values. By thinking 
critically, students can objectively evaluate information and deduce appropriate solutions. 
In addition, group discussions also teach students to work together and respect 
differences of opinion. In a discussion group, students learn to work collaboratively to 
achieve a common goal. They also learn to be tolerant and open to the views of others, 
which are important values in PAI. This attitude not only enriches the learning experience 
of students, but also forms a better social character. An interactive learning atmosphere 
through discussions can increase students' motivation to learn. When students feel 
actively involved in the learning process, they will be more enthusiastic about 
participating in the lesson.  

Discussions provide variety in learning methods, so that students do not feel bored 
or bored with monotonous learning. This directly contributes to an increase in their 
motivation and enthusiasm for learning. The role of teachers in the discussion method is 
very important as a facilitator. Teachers are tasked with guiding the discussion to stay 
focused on learning objectives and provide constructive feedback. As facilitators, teachers 
not only direct, but also support each student to participate by providing a fair 
opportunity for all students to speak. By applying the discussion method, PAI learning 
becomes more interesting and not boring. Students are given space to engage in activities 
and contribute to learning, which makes the learning process more enjoyable and 
motivating. The discussions also allow students to better understand religious values in 
real-life contexts, which enriches their learning experience. However, the application of 
the discussion method is not without challenges. One of the main challenges is the 
dominance of some more active students or the lack of participation of quiet students. To 
address this issue, teachers need to design rules for fair discussion and give each student a 
chance to play a role. With the right strategy, the discussion method can have a significant 
impact on improving student motivation and learning outcomes at SMA IT Insan Cendekia 
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Payakumbuh. Overall, the application of the discussion method in learning Islamic 
Religious Education at SMA IT Insan Cendekia Payakumbuh has proven to be effective in 
increasing students' learning motivation. This method not only enriches students' 
understanding of religion, but also forms critical thinking skills, cooperation, and a sense 
of tolerance that are essential for their development as intelligent and responsible 
individuals.   

The discussion method plays an important role in learning Islamic Religious 
Education (PAI) because it encourages students to think critically and actively in 
understanding religious concepts. By discussing, students not only receive information 
passively but also engage in a deep thinking process, explore various points of view, and 
find solutions to problems related to Islamic teachings. This helps them understand 
Islamic values more comprehensively and apply them in everyday life. In addition, the 
discussion method provides an opportunity for students to develop communication skills 
and courage in expressing opinions. In discussions, they learn to express ideas with logical 
arguments and listen to and respect the opinions of others. This attitude is very important 
in community life, where Islamic values emphasize the importance of tolerance, 
deliberation, and mutual respect in social interactions. The discussion method also plays a 
role in increasing students' understanding of the various differences of opinion in Islam. 
For example, when discussing topics such as fiqh or Islamic history, students will find that 
there are differences of opinion among scholars. Through discussion, they can understand 
the reasons behind these differences and learn to be wise in responding to the diversity of 
thought in Islam. This forms a moderate and open attitude in religion. 

Furthermore, the discussion method is able to increase student involvement and 
motivation in learning Islamic Religious Education subjects. Interactive and interesting 
discussions can make the learning atmosphere more lively and enjoyable. Students will 
feel more motivated to dig deeper into the material being studied, because they get the 
opportunity to express their opinions and exchange ideas with their friends. This 
contributes to improving their understanding and memory of the material being taught. 
Finally, the discussion method in Islamic Religious Education learning can instill good 
moral values in students. In discussions, they learn to be patient, respect the opinions of 
others, and convey arguments politely. These values are in line with Islamic teachings 
which emphasize the importance of noble morals in everyday life. Thus, the discussion 
method not only improves students' religious understanding but also shapes their 
character to become individuals who are moral and responsible in social life. 

CONCLUSION 

The discussion method is applied in Islamic Religious Education (PAI) learning at SMA IT 
Insan Cendekia Payakumbuh to increase student motivation and understanding. In this 
method, students have the opportunity to interact actively, exchange opinions, and work 
together in groups. Discussions encourage students to think critically, understand 
religious concepts more deeply, and increase self-confidence. In addition, this method 
helps students to develop an attitude of cooperation, tolerance, and respect for differences 
of opinion. The role of teachers as facilitators is very important in ensuring that 
discussions run effectively and in accordance with learning objectives. The application of 
the discussion method in PAI learning at SMA IT Insan Cendekia Payakumbuh has a 
positive impact on student learning motivation. This method encourages students to be 
more actively participating, thinking critically, and working together, which in turn 
enriches their understanding of religious values. Discussions not only increase learning 
motivation but also develop students' social and communication skills. Although there are 
challenges in its implementation, such as the dominance of certain students and lack of 
participation, the right solution can overcome this problem. Overall, the discussion 
method is an effective strategy in PAI learning to improve student motivation and learning 
outcomes. 



 

 
157 

 

REFERENCES 

Arikunto, S. (2002). Prosedur Penelitian. Bandung: Rineka Cipta. 

Dasopang, M. D., Lubis, A. H., & Dasopang, H. R. (2022). How do Millennial Parents 

Internalize Islamic Values in Their Early Childhood in the Digital Era? AL-ISHLAH: 

Jurnal Pendidikan, 14(1), 697–708. 

Dasopang, M. D., Nasution, I. F. A., & Lubis, A. H. (2023). The Role of Religious and Cultural 

Education as A Resolution of Radicalism Conflict in Sibolga Community. HTS 

Theological Studies, 79(1), 1–7. 

Fatimah, A., & Maryani, K. (2018). Visual Literasi Media Pembelajaran Buku Cerita Anak. 

Jurnal Inovasi Teknologi Pendidikan, 5(1), 61–69. 

https://doi.org/10.21831/jitp.v5i1.16212 

Gogahu, D. G. S., & Prasetyo, T. (2020). Pengembangan Media Pembelajaran Berbasis E-

Bookstory untuk Meningkatkan Literasi Membaca Siswa Sekolah Dasar. Jurnal 

Basicedu, 4(4), 1004–1015. 

Hendrawati, S., Rosidin, U., & Astiani, S. (2020). Perilaku hidup bersih dan sehat (PHBS) 

siswa/siswi di sekolah menengah pertama negeri (SMPN). Jurnal Perawat Indonesia, 

4(1), 295–307. https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.32584/jpi.v4i1.454 

Lubis, A. H. (2019). Upaya Peningkatan Hasil Belajar Siswa Sekolah Dasar melalui Model 

Cooperative Learning Tipe Numered Heads Together. FORUM PAEDAGOGIK, 11(2), 

127–143. 

Lubis, A. H. (2023). The Interactive Multimedia Based on Theo-Centric Approach as 

Learning Media during the Covid-19 Pandemic. JPI (Jurnal Pendidikan Indonesia), 

12(2), 210–222. 

Lubis, A. H., & Dasopang, M. D. (2020). Pengembangan Buku Cerita Bergambar Berbasis 

Augmented Reality untuk Mengakomodasi Generasi Z. Jurnal Pendidikan: Teori, 

Penelitian, Dan Pengembangan, 5(6), 780–791. 

Lubis, A. H., Dasopang, M. D., Ramadhini, F., & Dalimunthe, E. M. (2022). Augmented 

Reality Pictorial Storybook: How does It Influence on Elementary School Mathematics 

Anxiety? Premiere Educandum: Jurnal Pendidikan Dasar Dan Pembelajaran, 12(1), 41–

53. 

Lubis, A. H., & Wangid, M. N. (2019). Augmented Reality-assisted Pictorial Storybook: 

Media to Enhance Discipline Character of Primary School Students. Mimbar Sekolah 

Dasar, 6(1), 11–20. https://doi.org/10.17509/mimbar-sd.v6i1.16415 

Lubis, A. H., Yusup, F., Dasopang, M. D., & Januariyansah, S. (2021). Effectivity of Interactive 

Multimedia with Theocentric Approach to the Analytical Thinking Skills of Elementary 

School Students in Science Learning. Premiere Educandum: Jurnal Pendidikan Dasar 

Dan Pembelajaran, 11(2), 215–226. 

Manshur, U., & Ramdlani, M. (2019). Media audio visual dalam pembelajaran PAI. Al-

Murabbi:Jurnal Pendidikan Agama Islam, 5(1), 1–8. 

Mardhiyah, R. H., Aldriani, S. N. F., Chitta, F., & Zulfikar, M. R. (2021). Pentingnya 

Keterampilan Belajar di Abad 21 sebagai Tuntutan dalam Pengembangan Sumber 

Daya Manusia. Lectura: Jurnal Pendidikan, 12(1), 29–40. 

Ningsih, Y. S., Mulia, M., & Lubis, A. H. (2023). Development of Picture Storybooks with 

TheoAnthropoEco Centric Approach for Elementary School Students. AL-ISHLAH: 

Jurnal Pendidikan, 15(2), 1888–1903. 



 

 
158 

 

Nurhidayah, I., Asifah, L., & Rosidin, U. (2021). Pengetahuan , Sikap dan Perilaku Hidup 

Bersih dan Sehat pada Siswa Sekolah Dasar. 13(1), 61–71. 

https://doi.org/10.32528/ijhs.v13i1.4864 

Pebtiyanti, I., Ahmad, A., Dzaky, M., Fauziah, S. N., Rendi, & Puspitasari, P. (2023). Peran 

kurikulum merdeka dalam meningkatkan harmonisasi antara masyarakat dan sekolah. 

Jurnal Pacu Pendidikan Dasar, 3(1), 269–277. 

https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.22021/pacu.v3i1.411 

Rahman, A., Munandar, S. A., Fitriani, A., Karlina, Y., & Yumriani. (2022). Pengertian 

Pendidikan, Ilmu Pendidikan dan Unsur-Unsur Pendidikan. Al Urwatul Wutsqa: Kajian 

Pendidikan Islam, 2(1), 1–8. 

Ricardo, R., & Meilani, R. I. (2017). Impak Minat dan Motivasi Belajar terhadap Hasil 

Belajar Siswa. Jurnal Pendidikan Manajemen Perkantoran (JPManper), 2(2), 188–201. 

Santi, Undang, & Kasja. (2023). Peran Guru PAI dalam Membentuk Karakter Peserta Didik 

di Sekolah. Jurnal Pendidikan Tambusai, 7(2), 16078–16084. 

https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.31004/jptam.v7i2.8918 

Sugiyono. (2018). Metode Penelitian Kuantitatif Kualitatif dan R&D. Bandung: Alfabeta. 


